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Meeting 

Second Tuesday of each month 

Van Matre Senior Citizens Center 

1101 Spring Street 

Mountain Home, AR 

http://www.ozarkearthscience.org 

http://www.ozarkearthscience.org/news.htm  

Please help us help others! 

Bring a canned good to the 

meeting for the Salvation 

Army  Food Bank. 

http://www.ozarkearthscience.org/
http://www.ozarkearthscience.org/news.htm


Ozark Earth Science Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club 

A Member of the AFMS and MWF of Mineral Societies 
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President   Vice President  Secretary  Editor                               Treasurer 

Sharon Waddell     Edward Hakesley Julia Blanchard  Brenda Johnson             Dorothy Hess 

6463 Hwy 63   821-1 Alexis Circle 307 CR 901  1424 CR 18             1177 CR 1084 

West Plains, MO    Mtn. Home, AR  Midway, AR   Mtn. Home, AR            Mtn. Home, AR 

417-256-8948          870-424-0956  870-481-5876  870-481-5697             870-481-5944 

 

Sharon Waddell: Liaisons Officer    See address above. 

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy, 

archaeology and the lapidary arts. 

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 

Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas 

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year.  Junior membership is $4.00 

per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00. 

                           

Presidentôs Message 

I am always thankful when March roles around.  It means we have survived another winter and 

spring is around the corner. 

Yes, we can still get winter weather in March but is doesnôt last long and the cheery signs of spring 

are popping up.  In my yard, blue and yellow crocus are almost gone and joyful, bobbing daffodils 

abound.  Soon I will be griping about grass to mow, but just now I am glad to see yards turning 

green and am struck with ROCK FEVER.  

Yes, I went to Parsons Quarry last weekend and after five hours in the quarry realized how out of 

shape I am.  At t his time of year, after long winter days inside, one needs to take it easy and not be 

too gung-ho on the first or second outing.  Take time to stretch muscles and start doing outside 

work a little at a time to build up strength.  It took three days for my legs to stop hurting after last 

weekend and though the spirit is willing, my aging bones are telling me to slow down.  I also heard 

that last weekend a beginning rock hound had to be transported out on a sled meant for hauling 

rocks.  Yes, I believe she will be ok, but staying in shape is something we all need to do more of. 

The spring shows are underway so if you have rock fever as I do and do not want to exercise 

finding your own specimens, why not attend a few.  Now is also the time to get out and avoid the 

ticks, poison Ivy and natureôs other hazards and find that spectacular specimen 

As always, Happy rock hunting, 

Sharon Waddell 
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Minutes of the April 10 Meeting 

Julia Blanchard, Secretary 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:17 P.M. by President Sharon Waddell.  

 

Guests:  Sharon Waddell asked guests attending the meeting to introduce themselves and also 

to choose a guest door prize. Guests attending: Heinrich Petersen, Angie Petersen, and Ron 

Fuller.  

 

Badge Prizes: Names were drawn for the evening badge prizes, with Darrel Puls, Kurt 

Schmitt, and Buddy Bebout winning prizes. 

 

Minutes and Financial statement: Harvey Johnson presented the financial statement for 

Secretary Dorothy Hess who was absent. Sharon Weddell asked for a motion to approve the 

financial statement. There were no minutes to approve due to the cancellation of the February 

meeting.  

 

Sunshine Report: Sharon Waddell shared that Madelyn Anderson and Ernie Confer had 

gotten very lucky on their trip in Demming, New Mexico at the Baker Ranch. Madelyn found a 

rare geode with thirteen chambers and they were both having a wonderful time.  

 

Old Business: 

 

Calendars: Sharon Waddell gave a reminder that the club still had many of the gem calendars 

left for sale. 

 

New Business: 

 

Show Report: The following officers and volunteer members met to discuss plans for the 

August Club show: Sharon Waddell, Ed Hakesley, Julia Blanchard, Keith Blanchard, and 

Gretchen Neal. Details outlined at the meeting are as follows: 

Show Chair: this duty will be shared by Sharon Weddell and Ed Hakesley. 

Dealer Coordinator:  Sharon Waddell 

Advertising: Ernie Confer & Madelyn Anderson have placed an ad in Rock & Gem Magazine. 

Signs will also be placed as follows: One sign at the corner of Hwy 62 and Buzzard Roost road, 

one sign at Mitchells north of town on Hwy 5, and one at the entrance of Cooper Park. Julia 

Blanchard will check and report back on pricing to run an ad in the Thursday and Friday Baxter 

Bulletin before the show. 

Spin & Win: A volunteer is needed to supervise this table. [Continued on page 12] 
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Back Safety 

SAFETY FIRST  
by Bill Klose EFMLS Safety Chairman 

Submitted for the March 2001 EFMLS News www.amfed.org/a_safetyEFMLS.htm#back 

Via Aradasa Johnson, Safety Chair 

As I got into my winter routine of reorganizing my collections, I started to notice a little 

persistent lower back pain related to the constant lifting and carrying of loaded boxes of rocks 

and fossils. I have had extensive training in proper lifting techniques in the military and industry; 

however a review is always enlightening. 

Prior to lifting it is a good idea to consider a number of things. How heavy or bulky is the object 

to be lifted and carried? How good a shape are you in and have you had any back problems in the 

past after lifting? Many back injuries are of a cumulative type, where a repeated minor injury 

will flare up and become worse. How much room is there around the object to be lifted and how 

much room is around where it is to be deposited? What kind of obstacles are there along the 

transportation route, such as trip hazards, holes, overhangs, etc.? If any of these questions create 

a concern, or if in doubt, get help or use an aid such as a dolly, hand truck, or even fork lift. 

Statistics show that 80% of back injuries occur in people between 30 and 50. 

Be sure to utilize appropriate safety equipment such as safety shoes and work gloves when 

lifting. The use of back belts, as seen at some stores and outlets, has not been shown to prevent 

back injury according to recent studies. Prior to the lift, make sure you have adequate clearance 

for your hands and arms. Stand close to the load with the feet apart and the toes pointed out to 

provide firm footing. Bend your knees, not your waist. Grip the load firmly with a "full palm 

Grip". Do not place your fingers under the load. Tighten your stomach muscles and then lift head 

and shoulders first, and then with your back straight, use the strength of your legs to slowly and 

smoothly push up. "Jerk-lifting" a load will multiply the stress to the lower back. Keep the load 

close to your body at all times with your back upright. Never hold the load away from your body. 

Make sure you can see over the top of the load. If you should have to change direction with the 

load, move the whole body with your feet. Do not twist your body which can be especially 

dangerous to the back. To raise the object above shoulder height, first lift to waist height and rest 

on the edge of a ledge, hip or stand, and then shift hand positions, so the object can be boosted 

after the knees are bent. The knees should be straightened as the object is lifted or shifted to the 

shoulders. If the object is to be placed on a table or shelf, first set it on the edge, and then push it 

far enough onto the support so it will not fall. The object should be released gradually as it is set 

down and then pushed into place with the hands and body in front of the object. When setting the 

object down, keep the back straight and upright, bend the knees, and lower the object down 

slowly and smoothly. Don't add the weight of your body to the load. 

 

http://www.amfed.org/a_safetyEFMLS.htm#back
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Oldest Fossilized Brain Found in Fish from Midwest 

By Associated Press, March 2, 2009, via The Pick and Dop Stick - March, 2009 

 

A 300 million year old fossilized brain has been discovered by researchers studying a type of fish 

that once lived in what is now Kansas and Oklahoma. 

 

ñFossilized brains are unusual, and this is by far the oldest known example,ò said John Maisey, 

curator in the division of paleontology at the American Museum of Natural History in New 

York. ñSoft tissue has fossilized in the past, but it is usually muscle and organs like kidneys,ò 

Maisey said in a statement. 

 

Maisey and co-authors report in the online edition of Proceedings of the Natural Academy of 

Science that the brain was discovered in a fossilized iniopterygian from Kansas, which they had 

sent for scanning at the European Synchrotron Radiation Facility in Grenoble, France. 

 

Iniopterygians are extinct relatives of modern ratfishes, also known as ghost sharks. 

 

The scan found a fossilized blob inside the braincase and closer study revealed it was the 

fossilized brain of the ancient creature. ñNow that we know that brains might be preserved in 

such ancient fossils, we can start looking for others. We are limited in information about early 

vertebrate brains, and the evolution of the brain lies at the core of vertebrate history,ò Maisey 

said. 

 

His co-authors included Alan Pradel of the National Museum of Natural History in Paris and 

Paul Tafforeau at the European Synchrotron Radiation Facility. 

              

April FoolséReal Headlines from Bill Rinker, AFMS Newsletter ï April, 2009 

These actually appeared in various newspapers around the country. 

 

ñAlton Attorney Accidently Sues Himselfò 

ñCounty to pay $250,000 to advertise lack of fundsò 

ñCaskets found as workers demolish mausoleumò 

ñUtah poison control center reminds everyone not to take poisonò 

Federal agents raid gun shop, find weaponsò 

ñStatistics show that teen pregnancy drops off significantly after age 25ò 

 

ñArmy vehicle disappearsò 

An Australian army vehicle worth $74,000 has gone missing after being painted with camouflage. 
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Rock Hounds Visit the Famous Baker Ranch 

Ernie Confer and Madelyn Anderson took a trip to the famous Baker Ranch while at the 

Rockhound Roundup in Deming, New Mexico.  The Ranch is located 35 miles southwest of 

Deming. This nodule deposit is unique in the fact that these nodules are thundereggs (geologists 

know them as lithophysae) and carry all the rich colors that are usually found in other areas of 

the U.S. and world, as the species known as amygdaloids such as the famous Laguna agates of 

Mexico, the Condor agates from Argentina, the Agate Creek amygdaloids in Queensland, 

Australia and other deposits.  

Lithophysae (thundereggs) are found only in rhyolitic lava flows and domes. The rhyolite is 

molten granite that has separated into two components before or upon erupting to the surface. 

One is the crystalline remainder of the other which has been completely melted and reduced to a 

glass called perlite. The thundereggs are found in the perlite, most often more numerous near the 

contact with the crystalline rhyolite where many may be stuck to it. In most deposits, the perlite 

is reduced to a clay called kaolinite and the ñeggsò are easily removed. In others, especially on 

steep slopes where erosion removes the clay as fast as the perlite decomposes, they must be dug 

out of the grayish to black glassy unaltered perlite. Rhyolitic lava does not contain the heavier 

metals found in andesite and basalt from which the colors seen in amygdaloidal agates have been 

transported and deposited, except for iron, which produces hues of red through yellow in some 

thunderegg deposits. But multicolored agate in thundereggs is vary rare except for those found at 

the Baker Egg mine. 

The area, in which this rhyolite-perlite lava is in, is surrounded by ñswarmsò of andesite and 

basalt dikes and flows. The ground, over which the rhyolite flowed some 30 million years ago, 

was thrown into episodes of breaking and thrusting, leaving fissures which were filled with 

andesite and basalt magma. Hence, over millions of years of erosion and leaching of the coloring 

minerals from the dikes by percolating (advection) ground water, the coloring minerals were 

transported through the perlite and colored any agate-filled thunderegg they came into contact 

with.  [Taken from: http:www.zianet.com/geodekid/vrtualrk.htm]    Below, the Mine Pit 

  Ernie                                            
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Baker mine continued, with pictures of Ernie and Madelyn finds. 

 

                   Geode with the iron color                                                        

              

Both halves of a quartz lined geode    Geode with calcite on kaolinite (rare) 

                     

This is Madelynôs geode that has 13 cavities  

inside of it. 

 

The Baker Ranch Mine is a 

private claim controlled by The 

Geode Kid, Paul Colburn. He 

opens it for collecting during the 

Rockhound Round Up. 

Otherwise, permission MUST be 

obtained to collect. 
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A Recap of Our Field Trip to the Vulcan Quarry, Parsons, Tennessee 

On February 7, six of our club members [Sharon Waddell, Ed Hakesley, Sid & Aradasa 

Johnson and Harvey & Brenda Johnson] traveled to Parsons, Tennessee, to join members 

Nancy Robert, Leisa Law, & Cecil Perkins of the North Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society 

for a collecting trip in the Vulcan Quarry, and then along Highway 69, south of Parsons. The 

weather was lovely, and the quarry was ripe for the collecting of many species. Everyone found a 

variety of specimens, some rare finds. Below are pictures of the trip. The first is a picture of a 

large trilobite [Dalmanites retusus] pygidium imbedded in a large stone we drove over several 

times before anyone noticed it. 

                              

        Harveyôs find 

                           A crinoid stem in place. Note the quarter for size. 

Sidney Johnson collecting       

                   Nancy Roberts 

                              

 

 

 


