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Sharon Waddell: Liaisons Officer    See address above. 

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy, 

archaeology and the lapidary arts. 

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 

Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas 

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year.  Junior membership is $4.00 

per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00. 

              

The Presidentôs Message 

As I sit here contemplating what to write in this message, my mind keeps wandering to next 

week and the events to follow (what to pack, making lists, routes, wedding present, location of 

rock shops or rock hunting areas, last day of school, etc) and needless to say after years of 

writing this message, it should be easy, yet today, not so!  After a near sleepless night due to the 

variable Ozarks weather, (I even heard the sirens going off in West Plains and that is something 

that  rarely happens since I live six miles north of town), my mind refuses to come up with 

something witty and informational.  So here goes -- short and sweet.  Introduce others to your 

hobby; Support your local club and show; Attend club meetings and rock and mineral shows; Go 

rock or mineral hunting; Be active; and Above all what ever your doing -- be safe. 

 Happy rock hunting 

Sharon 

P.S.  Maybe hunting Herkimer Diamonds will inspire next months message. 

 

 

 

Our program for this month will be a video on the geology of the Hawaiian Islands and 

Yellowstone 
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The Minutes of the May 11, 09 Meeting 

Brenda Johnson, for Julia Blanchard, Secretary 

 

The meeting was called to order by president Sharon Waddell at 7:10 p.m. Guests were 

welcomed and asked to introduce themselves: Phyllis McKinsey, Jim Counts and Chuck Puls 

with sons Caleb and Tim. Each selected a door prize. 

 

 Treasurer Dorothy Hess reported a balance of $839.22 in the account. 

 

Names were drawn for door prizes and Dorothy Hess, Buddy Bebout and Darrell Puls won. 

 

The program on Pegmatites was presented by Edward Hakesley; a well put together and 

informative program with pictures of beautiful specimens he had collected. 

 

The minutes of the April meeting were approved as printed in the bulletin. 

 

Under old business a discussion on our upcoming show was held. Sharon said all tables are 

taken except two. It was suggested that instead of trying to get dealers we get demonstrators. 

Brenda Johnson suggested that a coloring table be put up for the kindergarten aged children, 

using the coloring pages from copies of the Diamond Dan bulletin we receive via the MWF. 

 

Gretchen Neal said we need a wading pool for a sandbox and suggested setting it up behind the 

building. She said she would find someone to man it.  

 

Sharon Waddell said that she was in need of show flyers so that she can distribute them at 

shows she does, and reiterated that word of mouth brings in customers.  

 

Brenda Johnson asked if there would be club members demonstrating at the show and said she 

would volunteer to do a demonstration on micromounting if others plan to do demonstrations, 

however, she doesnôt want to be the only demonstrator. She suggested that someone do a gem 

tree and a wire wrap demonstration at least. Nothing was decided on the matter. 

 

Under new business, Sharon Waddell said she had gotten a call from member Paul Davis who 

stated that he knew of a Dayton, 14ò chop saw for sale that was like new, for $350 and wondered 

if anyone was interested in buying it. 

 

Some of our junior members are selling farm fresh eggs for $2.00 a dozen. Anyone interested 

can see one of the triplets at the meetings. 
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Minutes continued 

Under fieldtrip information, Ed Hakesley gave a report on the Black Rock trip. 

Sharon Waddell announced that the Great Salt Flats are now reopened for collecting. 

Brenda Johnson gave a brief report on a trip she and Harvey took to Alabama collecting fossils 

and said she would bring specimens into the next meeting and talk more on the trip then. 

The trip for geodes that had been set up for the week end of May 16 was cancelled because of 

rain and storms. 

 

The raffle was held and Brenda Johnson won a fossil and Harvey Johnson won a mineral. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with all enjoying refreshments brought in by Sharon Waddell. 

              

 

Member Becomes Master Naturalists 

In an article that appeared in the Thursday, May 7 issue of the Baxter Bulletin, member Buddy 

Bebout and seventeen others graduated from the first chapter of the Master Naturalists at Bull 

Shoals White River State Park. Trainees attended classes in entomology, Karst geology, 

herpetology, ornithology, botany, trail maintenance, interpretation, eco-regions, archaeology, 

mammalogy, informational services, stream team and riparian conservation, for 11 weeks. 

Following the 40 hour course, they began work in the park and will continue to train throughout 

the year while studying other courses.  

Congratulations Buddy on your training and graduation.  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May, 2009 Financial Report ï Dorothy Hess, Treasurer 

Income:  Membership Dues      $28.00 

     Calendar purchase           6.00 

     Raffle Tickets         27.00 

       Total  $ 61.00 

 

 

Expense:  Club prizes and raffle items      $ 55.00 

      May Website fee          29.95 

      May newsletter publication            7.56 

       Total    $ 92.51 

 

Check Book Balance as of May 11, 2009  Total  $ 839.22 
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GEM, MINERAL & FOSSIL SHOW 

August 22 & 23, 2009 

Sat. 10 a.m. ï 6 p.m.       Sun. 10 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

 

Van Matre Senior Citizens Center 

1101 Spring Street 

Cooper Park 

Mountain Home, Arkansas 

 

Gems, Minerals, Fossils 

Spin & Win Games 

Unique Crafts 

Silent Auction 

Jewelry 

Drawings [need not be present to win] 

 

Sponsored By: 

Ozark Earth Science Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club 

 

For More Information Call: 

870-424-0956 or 870-481-5697 
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Some Dinosaurs Survived the Asteroid Impact 

AFP/HO/File ï A handout image obtained from the University of Portsmouth in 2008 shows an artist's impression 

of é  
Clara Moskowitz 

LiveScience Staff Writer [submitted by Edward Hakesley] 

 

 

The great splat of an asteroid that might have wiped out the dinosaurs apparently didn't get all of 

them. New fossil evidence suggests some dinosaurs survived for up to half a million years after 

the impact in remote parts of New Mexico and Colorado.  

The whole idea that a space rock destroyed the dinosaurs has become controversial in recent 

years. Many scientists now suspect other factors were involved, from increased volcanic activity 

to a changing climate. Either way, some 70 percent of life on Earth perished, and an asteroid 

impact almost surely played a role.  

Scientists recently analyzed dinosaur bones found in the Ojo Alamo Sandstone in the San Juan 

Basin. Based on detailed chemical investigations of the bones, and evidence for the age of the 

rocks in which they are found, the researchers think some dinosaurs outlived the crash that 

occurred 65 million years ago and stuck around for a while.  

 

 

http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/byline/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=11qbdl2qb/*http:/www.livescience.com/php/contactus/author.php?r=cm
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=128sqt4m5/*http:/www.livescience.com/animals/081215-agu-volcanism-dinosaurs.html
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=128sqt4m5/*http:/www.livescience.com/animals/081215-agu-volcanism-dinosaurs.html
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=128sqt4m5/*http:/www.livescience.com/animals/081215-agu-volcanism-dinosaurs.html
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=122jhbhcr/*http:/www.livescience.com/environment/080123-impact-crater.html
http://news.yahoo.com/nphotos/File/photo/090331/photos_sc_afp/263ada1a7f88cbc48b8baba67aabb1e1/s:/livescience/20090428/sc_livescience/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact
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Dinosaurs continued 

"This is a controversial conclusion, and many paleontologists will remain skeptical," said David 

Polly, one of the editors of the journal Palaeontologia Electronica, in which the research was 

published today.  

Lead researcher Jim Fassett of the U. S. Geological Survey in Santa Fe, New Mexico went to 

great lengths to establish when the bones originated.  

"The great difficulty with this hypothesis - that these are the remains of dinosaurs that survived - 

is ruling out the possibility that the bones date from before the extinction," he said. "After being 

killed and deposited in sands and muds, it is possible for bones to be exhumed by rivers and then 

incorporated into younger rocks."  

To try to eliminate that scenario, Fassett investigated the rocks surrounding the bones and 

studied date indicators, such as their magnetic polarity. He said the evidence "independently 

indicate[s] that they do indeed post-date the extinction."  

He also found that the dinosaur bones from the Ojo Alamo Sandstone have distinctly different 

concentrations of rare earth metal elements than the deeper, older rocks that date from the time 

of the impact. This suggests that it's unlikely the bones originated in that older rock and were 

somehow relocated to the more recent, higher level of sediment.  

Another piece of evidence seems to support the claim, too. The fossil remains include a group of 

34 hadrosaur bones lying together, which Fassett said are "doubtless from a single animal." If the 

bones had been exhumed from the older rock by a river, they would have likely been scattered in 

several locations, and wouldn't be clustered together as they are.  

Even if the dinosaur bones do turn out to belong to disaster survivors, there probably were very 

few of them compared to their population before the crash.  

"One thing is certain," Polly said. "If dinosaurs did survive, they were not as widespread as they 

were before the end of the Cretaceous and did not persist for long."  

http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=121qkpe6n/*http:/www.livescience.com/animals/061128_dinosaur_extinct.html
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/livescience/sc_livescience/storytext/somedinosaurssurvivedtheasteroidimpact/31822221/SIG=128sqt4m5/*http:/www.livescience.com/animals/081215-agu-volcanism-dinosaurs.html
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For Our Juniors

this page is from Mini Miner Monthly, published by Diamond Dan Publications, Manchester, NY. 
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HOW MANY NAMES OF OBSIDIAN SO YOU KNOW? 

 

Apache tears ï pebble sized glass nodules; notable occurrence in Superior, AZ. 

 

Banded obsidian ï roughly banded material. 

 

Columbianite ï from the vicinity of the Orinoco River in Columbia and Peru; chemical                                              

composition not that of tektites, really an obsidian. 

 

Fire of flame obsidian ï iridescent obsidian from Glass Buttes, Oregon. 

 

Iceland agate lava ï misnomer from brownish or grayish obsidian from Iceland 

 

Marekanite ï Apache tear-like masses or mottled brown and black obsidian from the vicinity of 

the Marekanka River in eastern Siberia. 

 

Montana jet ï misnomer given to the black obsidian from Yellowstone National Park area. 

 

Onyx obsidian ï term sometimes applied to banded obsidian. 

 

Rainbow obsidian ï exhibits multi-colored iridescence. 

 

Royal blue obsidian ï a bluish obsidian from northeastern California. 

 

Sheen obsidian ï exhibits a sheen when rotated; may be gold, silver, green, etc. 

 

Snowflake obsidian ï dark gray to nearly black with inclusions of white, gray or rarely red 

sphericules of cristobalite. 

 

Velvet obsidian ï having a velvet appearance; material from Mexico. 

(From Chaparral Chatter 9/08 and others via The Pegmatite, 3/2009) 

 

[The Quarry, May, 2009] 

              

 

 

 

@#%X+ Rock: A large, heavy, possibly 

angular rock that falls on your foot as 

soon as you have removed your hiking 

boots. [The Conglomerate, 8/98, the 

Calgary Lapidary Journal, May08, the 

Mountain Gem, April 09.] 

Harvey and Brenda Johnson 

are responsible for 

refreshments for the June 

meeting. 
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Block Burmese Jade Act of 2008 Takes Effect 

The Tom Lantos Block Burmese Jade (Juntaôs Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act took full effect on 

Oct 26, 2008. No jadeite and rubies of Burmese origin can be imported into the United State. 

U.S. Customs issued Phase 1 of it Implementation Plan, containing detailed requirements to 

import and export non-Burmese rubies and jadeite into and out of the United States. New 

Harmonized Tariff System codes must be used for all shipments on non-Burmese rubies and 

jadeite and jewelry containing these gemstones. Importers are required to maintain full records 

related to purchase, manufacture and shipment of non-Burmese goods for 5 years. Exporters are 

also required to maintain and file specific records declaring that jadeite and rubies have been 

subject to a system of verifiable controls from mine to first export, demonstrating that the 

gemstone were not extracted from Burma. The importation ban does not apply to Burmese 

jadeite or rubies that are imported for personal use, by the importer. The act does not address 

U.S. sales of any inventory of Burmese jadeite or rubies currently in the U.S., allowing U.S. 

jewelers to continue selling their existing inventories already in the U.S. 

Summary and excerpts from article posted on www.diamondworld.net 10/31/08 via The 

Pegmatite 3/2009 and the Quarry - May, 2009.  

              

Keeping Ivory in Light 

Donôt put ivory in the dark.  It is one substance that needs light.  If it has started to yellow, take 

half a lemon, rub it in some salt.  Then rub it over the ivory object. The lemon will work on the 

yellow discoloration.  After it is dry, dampen a soft cloth with lukewarm water and rub the ivory 

piece to give it a bright finish. 

(From the Petrified Log and others via Rocky Echoes, 4/2009) and the Quarry ï May, 09 

              

News from the Midwest Federation 

 

Editorôs Note by Sharon Marburger  

I am so excited to be the new Midwest Federation Newsletter editor. I am eager to meet all of 

you, and create new friendships. My job as Editor is dependent upon each and every one of you, 

so please send me your articles, reports, upcoming events, and anything else that will strengthen 

and bond our organization. I look forward to hearing from you and reading your submissions! 

http://www.diamondworld.net/
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Notes from the MWF Mineralogy Chair by Kevin Ponzio, Mineralogy Chair 

 Hi, everyone. The first photos of minerals for our MWF virtual museum have started to 

come in. I invite everyone in the MWF to participate. It is easy to do. Send me your ñjpegò 

digital photos and information on Midwest minerals from your area by mail, on a CD, or by e-

mail (please limit the number of photos to five at a time for easier upload and download). If you 

have questions, please feel free to contact me or your state directors. 

 Summer is the time for collecting and outdoor activities. Remember to take your camera 

on field trips so you can record specimens in situ that you are unable to collect. Sometimes 

specimens are too fragile to remove without being damaged. Using your camera will be a great 

way to add to the historical record. Photographing before you attempt to remove such specimens 

will preserve them, in a picture, just in case they are damaged during removal. By photographing 

first, you wonôt have to tell the story of ñthe one that got away.ò  Have a safe and fun-filled 

summer! 

Contact information: 

Kevin Ponzio 

MWF Mineralogy Chair 

P.O. Box 44 

Plymouth, WI 53073 

(920) 980-6413 

earthprospect@verizon.net  

              

 

100% Safe! 

By Theodore J. Rieth, Safety Chair 

http://www.amfed.org/news/n2009_02.pdf  

Selected by Aradasa Johnson ï Safety Chair 

 

 

Interesting title, isnôt it? Bet you never thought you could be 100% safe from anything, did you? 

Well, you can be almost perfectly safe in at least one aspect of this great hobby! 

 

Iôll borrow a topic from OSHA and my employer (before retirement) ï ZES, or Zero Energy 

State. Hereôs the info: <OSHA regulation 1910.147> defines the unexpected movement or 

release of mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, or thermal energy as 

ñhazardousò. While this energy is vital to the operation of a facility, it must be properly 

controlled and isolated to help prevent its unexpected release during equipment maintenance. 

Establishing a ñzero energy stateò is the best method of controlling hazardous electrical energy. 

mailto:earthprospect@verizon.net
http://www.amfed.org/news/n2009_02.pdf
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Safety continued 

What does this mean to you? Many of us may process our specimens in some fashion after 

collection. Weôll use saws, sanders, polishers, faceters, and a myriad of other electrical devices 

in our processing. What would happen if a piece of equipment started when we didnôt expect it to 

start? Saws can do obvious damage. Other rotating equipment may create a nasty abrasion. Any 

equipment with a pinch point (a drive belt going around a pulley, for example) that could draw in 

a finger or a part of clothing into it may cause an injury. 

The answer ï require more than one event for that equipment to be started. 

Most of us will simply turn off the switch on a device when done, or when taking a break. Thatôs 

fairly safe if the switch is on the equipment, and reasonably protected against accidental 

operation. If the device is on an extension cord and plugged into a switch-controlled outlet 

somewhat removed from the device, then itôs much less safe. 

The easy way to do this is to turn off the power switch AND unplug the tool. If the switch is 

accidentally engaged, nothing will happen because itôs under zero energy. To be extra, super 

safe, also turn off the breaker controlling the equipment, such that it will require 3 events to 

happen before device operation (breaker on, plug in, switch on). In a manufacturing setting, one 

would disable the power source and lock it out with a personal, unique locking tag to absolutely 

create a safe environment.  

One final point ï many fairly modern devices have guards, which provide a barrier to pinch or 

danger points. The guard over saw blades, which protect you from the rotating blade, but pivot 

out of the way as the specimen is cut, is a good example of guarding. If your devices are not 

guarded, it would be advisable to find a commercial guard, create a home-made one, or at 

minimum provide a brightly colored warning near the danger point. 

              

In the Newsé 

STEAL BONES, DONôT GO TO JAIL? 

Well-regarded amateur paleontologist Nathan Murphy became famous in 2000 for 

discovering Leonardo, the duck-billed hadrosaur. Then in 2006, he ñdiscoveredò a turkey-sized 

dromaeosaur he named ñSid Vicious.ò If he could make casts of this new raptor, he could sell 

them to museums and collectors for $100K. Or more. Problem was, ñSidò came from private 

property and belonged to someone else. This sparked both a state and a federal investigation into  
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In the News continued 

Murphyôs activities. In March of this year, Murphy pled guilty to theft of dinosaur bones from 

federal land. Under the terms of his plea agreement, if  

accepted by the federal judge, Murphy will do no jail time. Murphy also pled guilty in state court to 

illegally removing a raptor from private land. 

(summarized form article by Matthew Borwin, AP, 3/19/09, and from info on the everything 

dinosaur blog) via the Pegmatite, May, 2009         

Up Coming Shows 

June 

5-7 Gem Faire, Inc., Tulsa, OK, Expo Square, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

6-7 2009 Birmingham, Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society 36
th
 Annual Show. Tannehill 

Ironworks Historical State Park, Exit 100, I-20/59 South. 

6-7 Ben E. Clement Museum Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show with ñDigsò, Fohs Hall 

on Walker Street, Marion, Kentucky.  

12-14 Shows of Integrity Gem and Bead show at the OKC Fairgrounds, Oklahoma City, OK 

12-14 Park Hills, MO, Rock Swap, Mineral Area Gem & Mineral Society, Missouri Mines 

State Historical Site, Hwy 32 1.5 miles W of US Hwy 67 

13 Fairfield, IA, Rock Swap, Sac & Fox Lapidary Club, Howard Park, 3 blks N of town 

square 

13 Chicago Geode Fest, Salvation Army, Irving Park Corps, 4056 N Pulaski, Chicago, IL 

13-14 Webberville, MI annual Seminar, Michigan Geology & Gemcraft Society, Webberville 

High School 

19-21 Colburn Earth Science Museum, Asheville GemFest, 2 South Pack Square at Pack Place, 

Asheville, NC 

27-28 Osage Beach, MO, Osage Rock & Mineral Society annual show, Country Club Hotel and 

Spa 

26-28 Bloomington, IN 44
th
 Annual Show & Swap, Lawrence County Rock Club, Inc., Monroe 

County 4-H Fairgrounds, Airport Rd & Hwy 45. 

28 Columbus, NE, Annual Rock Swap, Loup Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Isaac Walton 

Cabin, South Hwy 81. 
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FOR ALL THE DADôS OUT THEREé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Hess, Publisher 

Ozark Earth Science Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club 

1177 CR 1084 

Mountain Home, AR 72653 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      


