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Sharon Waddell, Liaisons Officer    See address above. 

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy, 

archaeology and the lapidary arts. 

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 

Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas 

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year.  Junior membership is $4.00 

per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00. 

                           

The Presidentôs Message 

My, how the time flies.  It has been a very busy month.  Three weekend shows and silent auction later, I 
am looking forward to slowing down for a month or two or three.  Maybe, I can even get in a rock hunt or 
two before the snow flies.  Our silent auction went very well considering how few turned out for it.  We 
made $274.50. There was some spirited bidding at times and some real bargains to be had.  The quality 
of specimens was good which explains the income.  Thanks to Gretchen and A.J. for the great ñeatsò.  

Our club show again had a problem of attendance making our profit very low, only $194.50 after 
expenses.  The weather was just too beautiful and too many other weekend events were scheduled all 
over the area.  I think all agreed we need another date for the show, either in July when the tourists are 
here or in November when people are starting to think Christmas.  This will be discussed at our next 
meeting as it is critical to get a date and a site booked while we have a good selection.  

Well, the leaves are falling and Jack Frost will soon be knocking at the door so letôs all get outside, and 
get those last minute rock chores completed so we can work inside and enjoy the comfort of our rocky 
homes. 

Happy Rock Hunting, 

Sharon 

 

[There are no minutes this month as we did not have a regular meeting last month.] 

 



November, 2008                                     Vol. 11                            No. 49                             Page 2                                              

ώ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ meeting on October 14, was $611.22 in our account.] 

 

CLEAN OUT YOUR TUMBLER! From Quarry Quips, 02/08; submitted by Susan Bannon via T-Town 

Rockhound, October, 08 

 

For a one to two pound tumbler: 

Pour a mixture of ¼ cup of vinegar and 1 ¾ cup of water into the barrel. 

Run 20 to 30 minutes. 

Rinse with clean water. 

Empty. 

Pour a mixture of ¼ cup of baking soda and 1 ¾ cup of water into the barrel. 

Run for 20 to 30 minutes. 

Rinse with clean water. 

The vinegar cleans the barrel, removing rust and residue. The soda mixture neutralizes the 

vinegar. 

 

TO CLEAN JEWELRY USING A TUMBLER: 

 

For a three pound tumbler: 

Use 12 to 16 ounces of mixed media: stainless steel shots (balls, pins and saucers). 

tǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ όǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ other pieces). 

Pour in enough water to cover. 

Add a generous squirt of Dawn liquid dish soap 

 

OR 

 

Use burnishing compound (following burnishing directions). 

Tumble for 15 to 30 minutes. 

If jewelry turns out dull use more soap, maybe more time also. 

NO pearls, crystals, emeralds, plated stuff or soft materials should be cleaned in this manner. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ά{ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ hǘƘŜǊ 

than the fact that Edward Hakesley made a trip to see his nephew marry and 

got back safely, I have nothing to include in it. If you have something of interest 

that I can include or, by all means, if you have someone who is ill we can wish a 

speedy recovery, please let me know.  
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Hunting For Platinum in the Kitchen (when your wife is not at home) or 

How a Very Good Plan Went Awry 

By Alfredo Petrov, August 2008 

alfredo@mining.org (Reprinted with permission) 

 

Platinum group minerals (PGMs) are among my favorites ς Physically and chemically tough species, 

resistant to acid attack, capable of surviving many miles of very rough travel down raging creeks. Did you 

know that if, God forbid, your house should burn down, the native platinum group nuggets in your 

collection are likely to be the ONLY mineral specimens that survive to be sifted intact from the ashes?  

All the other species will either melt, burn, crack or crumble to dust. And, did I mention RARE? Forget 

native gold ς common as dirt, relatively speaking ς I can find traces of mere gold in almost every river, 

all over the world. But the platinum group minerals (platinum, iridium, osmium, ruthenium, palladium, 

rhodium and their alloys) are really much harder to find than gold. And as for those mystical fools who 

believe in the healing energy of quartz and other crystals.... forget it; platinum is the only mineral with 

true mystical powers. Owning a handful of PGM nuggets magically turns even a wimpy geek like me into 

a macho man. 

So, in my never-ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǊŜǊ tDaǎΣ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

nuggets of platinum, osmium and ruthenium from the Trinity River in northern California are deservedly 

ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ōǳǘΣ ǇƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ tDa ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ L 

ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaƻǘƘŜǊ [ƻŘŜέ ƎƻƭŘ ōŜƭǘ ƻŦ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ /alifornia also 

listed as platinum localities. So off I went to spend part of my summer vacation panning in the Merced 

River and its tributaries in Mariposa County. Results: gold, gold, everywhere, nothing but crappy 

common gold; mostly micro flakes, a few bigger grains, and one little quarter-gram nugget. Not a single 

micro grain of platinum. Some heavy white metallic grains gave me a brief adrenaline high, but analysis 

proved them to be gold amalgram; abundant heavy grey metallic grains were lead, probably all bullet 

ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻƭƛŦƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 

²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘƛƴǳƳ ƘƛŘƛƴƎΚ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜōƭŜ ƭŀōƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǿŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘ Ǉŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

process anywhere near enough alluvium to find a platinum gain. 

Later I was lamenting these discoveries, or rather lack of them, over a beer with an elderly friend who 

used to dredge for gold in the district on a larger scale, with a floating gasoline-powered suction dredge. 

He cheered me up consideǊŀōƭȅ ōȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŀǿŀȅ Ƙƛǎ άōƭŀŎƪ ǎŀƴŘǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ 

fraction of the alluvium, consisting mostly of magnetite, ilmenite, zircon, pyrite, radioactive minerals, 

etc. He had picked all the most easily visible gold grains and flakes out by hand with tweezers, and then 

tossed the leftover black sand into a barrel in the garage, hoping some day to be able to process it 

chemically to salvage any remaining microscopic gold dust. Over the course of three years of dredging, 

he had accumulated a whole 50-gallon drum of these heavy concentrates, but never gotten around to  

 

mailto:alfredo@mining.org
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processing it for its invisible gold remnants. Now it had been taking up space in his garage for several 

ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƻƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ tDa ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛŦ LΩd share 

with him any possible financial gains from the sale of platinum grains. 

We took a peek inside the old barrel. Things looked a little depressing in there. After years of sitting 

untouched, the black sand had gotten all caked together with rust. Where on earth had all that rust 

comes from? Well, some of it may have come from iron leached from the barrel itself, or from 

decomposing pyrite grains in the sand, or decomposing iron trash in the sand. Either way, it would 

hinder our platinum recovery efforts, whether we used gravity methods, chemical methods, or just 

visual sorting. Reconcentrating the sand to sort out the PGMs was going to require cleaning it first, 

removing all those ocherous iron oxides. We decided to experiment with acids, digging out five pounds 

of sand and gently heating it on the kitchen stove in a stainless steel cooking pot with some dilute acid. 

(Gentlemen; if you wish to enjoy any degree of longevity, do not do this when your wife is at home). But 

our experiment was inconclusive. As the wet mixture warmed up, the house filled with the most 

abominable fetid stink, as if a dozen faulty sewage treatment plants had somehow all simultaneously 

oozed their way up out of the plumbing into the kitchen. Our mild acid and chemically relatively inert 

ŀƭƭǳǾƛǳƳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜƴŎƘΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚ 

A little investigatioƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ Ŏŀǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŀŘ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƛƭŜǘΣ 

probably for years, and we had just succeeded in rehydrating what Nature had intended to remain 

dehydrated. That put an ignominous end to that particular phase of my platinum hunting enthusiasm. 

.ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇ ȅŜǘΦ LŦ ŀƴȅ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŀƴŘ 

setting around, and NO CATS, please get in touch! 

                    

Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎΧvia the Pegmatite, October 2008 

Giant Red Spinel Crystal Discovered in Tanzania 

A 52 lb. roughly pyramid-shaped crystal of orangey-pink-reddish spinel about 10 inches on a side was 

ƳƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ aŀƘŜƴƎŜΣ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΣ ƛƴ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ {Ƴŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ 

alluvial deposit in the general area, and this discovery nearly started a riot as everyone wanted a piece 

of the action. The crystal has been sold, and although most of it is heavily included, there are still zones 

of clear facet-grade material. Stones ranging in size from 5 to 30 carats have already been cut, and have 

been for sale in Europe, the euro being stronger than the dollar. Production could reach several 

thousand carats of finished gems. 

(summarized from article by David Weinberg, Oct. 5, 2007, at www.multicolour.com/spinel/)  

 

 

http://www.multicolour.com/spinel/
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How to Break Rocks for Tumbling 

How to break rocks for tumbling is a question that comes up frequently since small sized rocks are not 

always available in the gemstone material you want. You can prepare the rocks yourself with a rock 

ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ƻǊ ǊƻŎƪ ǇƛŎƪΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƭŜŘƎŜΣ 9ŀǎǘǿƛƴƎΩǎ ŎǊŀŎƪ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ heavy bag 

such as one made of denim. Bags can be made by sewing up an old Levi pants leg, a gunnysack, or a 

doubled up old pillowcase. Fold the bag opening under, so no rock chips will fly out. Be sure to always 

wear safety glasses and gloves when crushing stone, especially when handling and removing the 

material from the bag, since the edges may be sharp. Some like to break the stones in a box, which will 

help corral the flying chips. If you have a corner to work in, this will also help corral the chips on at least 

two sides, while you hammer the chips on a hard piece of steel, andiron, etc. If you have several pieces 

ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǊƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘŀǊŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ƻōǎƛŘƛŀƴ ŀǎ 

hard as a piece of agate and you donΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘ 

those very small fragments. Use them in your tumbler over and over again because they speed up the 

tumbling process. All of these small chips are rubbing the grit on your rock in a multitude of places which 

speeds up the process of tumbling and make a smooth, shapely stone. (To get a mental picture of what 

is going on in the tumble; try picturing marbles in your tumbler. How many places are being touched 

with grit when the marbles rub on one another during the grinding and shaping of the marbles or stone? 

The small stones or filler will go between these larger spaces and will help speed up the tumbling 

process.) Some rocks are more fragile or brittle, and for these stones, it may be best to slab in the 

approximate thickness you want, and then with a hammer and chisel, break theses slabs into sizes close 

to your preference. 

(From Rock Chips, 03/08 via Strata Gem, 04/08) via Hints & Tips, from T-Town Rockhound, Sept. 2008 

              

 

 New Endangered Species ς ά¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘέ by John Martin, California 

Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Public Lands Action Committee-South 

This article came to the MWF via Shirley Leeson, AFMS President. In her memo, she noted: 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ώǘƘŜ a²CΩǎϐ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 

winter months in Southern California. These proposals will impact them. Another bill coming 

from California Senator Feinstein will close all of the Southern California Desert and put it in 

WilŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ȅŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

on ǘƘƛǎΦ !ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ CŜƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴterested until our member said the desert was 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴŀǘƻǊΩǎΦέ  



November, 2008                                              Vol. 11                                    No. 49                         Page 6                                              

The habitat of the Rockhound is diminishing at an astounding rate. More and more of its free roaming 

areas are being gobbled up each and every day by the changing legal environment. Soon, the range of 

the Rockhound and its offspring, the Pebble Pup, will become so diminished that extinction will be 

imminent. 

As the environment changes, the ecosystem of the Rockhound is slowly being replaced by the 

ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ŘŜŀŘ ȊƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ tŜōōƭŜ 

Pups. Soon they will go the way of the Smilodon, the California Grizzly Bear, and the now extinct Nauga, 

which was hunted late in the last century for their hides, which were used exclusively in the creation of 

the Bean Bag Chair. 

What can be done to save the ecosystem and the free range habitat of the endangered Rockhounds and 

Pebble Pups? We can do a lot if we band together and take action now, before it is too late. We need to 

review all the facts, formulate a plan, distribute the plan, and then execute the plan by contacting all of 

our elected representatives with our facts, figures and recommendations for saving the ecosystem of 

the Rockhound. 

Currently before Congress are four new wilderness bills, and one bill that will make some fossil 

collecting and ownership a federal crime. 

The California Wild Heritage Act and the Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, if 

passed by Congress, would reduce the ecosystem of the Rockhound, just in California, by around 3.26 

million acres of new wilderness habitats. 

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, when passed by Congress, will make the collecting and 

ownership of vertebrate fossils found on public land (BLM, USFS, and State land) a federal crime, 

punishable by fines and/or imprisonment. 

There needs to be allowances for the collecting, ownership, and public display of these vertebrate fossils 

by the amateur collector without the fear of criminal prosecution or civil legal action. We all understand 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƛƴŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ά{ǳŜΣέ all need to be preserved for all to enjoy, but the collection, ownership, 

and public display of smaller finds of non-significant, nondescript vertebrate fossils should be allowed in 

the legislation. 

If we do not get involved and take a proactive approach, the above legislation will become law, and the 

Rockhound and Pebble Pup will become extinct, just like their ecosystem and free range habitat. 

So what can we do? First read the proposed legislation and determine the effect of the legislation in 

your collecting areas. Inform all of your club members of the urgency of this legislation. Formulate a 

response with recommendations that are attainable. Write letters to your elected officials and present 

your case and points. If we do not make our voices heard, we will loose the battle of the Rockhound and 

we will become extinct. We can make our voices heard in Washington by supporting and joining the 

American Lands Access Association (ALAA) as clubs or as individuals. Go to  
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http://www.amfed.org/ALAA.htm  for more information. Below are the Bills and their authors, with links 

to the web sites where full information on their status can be obtained. 

 S. 493: California Wild Heritage Act of 2007, introduced by B. Boxer (D-CA) 

http://w ww.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s110-493  

 

 H.R. 860: California Wild Heritage Act of 2007, introduced by Hilda Solis (D-CA)  

http://www.govtack.us/congress/bill.xpd:bill=h110-860 

 

 S.3069: Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, introduced by B. Boxer (D-

CA) http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill-s110-3069  

 

 H.R. 6156: Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, introduced by Howard 

McKeon (R-CA) http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-6156  

 

 H.R. 554: Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, introduced by James McGovern (D-MA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-554  

 

I have copies of all the above bills in MS Word format. If you, or your club, would like copies please send 

me a note with your e-mail address and I will send them to 

you. 

John Martin 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 

Public lands Action Committee ς South 

smartin@antelecom.net 

 

Palmdale Gem and Mineral Club 

pgmc@antelcom.net     (via MWF News   October, 2008) 

        

Though the crowd was small, we had a very good silent auction and took in just under $300.00 on 

sales for our treasury. We had about 23 people present.  (Pictures of setup)

   

For Sale 

όȱ (ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄ 0ÁÒË 3Á× 

$100.00 

Contact: Gretchen Neal 

870-431-4353 

http://www.amfed.org/ALAA.htm
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s110-493
http://www.govtack.us/congress/bill.xpd:bill=h110-860
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill-s110-3069
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-6156
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Fossil Notes About Recent Publication by Cecilia Duluk, MWF Paleontology Chair 

 Even the semi-serious fossil collector may like the following book, the paperback version 

of which has recently been added to the University of Chicago Press publications list. Its title, 

Fossil Ecosystems of North America, may sound a bit off-putting, but if, like many casual 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ άŀ ŦŜǿέ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ aŀȊƻƴ /ǊŜŜƪΣ 

Illinois, the Green River Formation of Wyoming, the Florissant, Colorado, fossil beds, and so on, 

you may find this book answers many of your questions about the fossils from these localities.  

 Or, if you are fascinated, as I am, with the strange creatures of the Burgess Shale, and/or 

with the flies and spiders found in Dominican Amber, this 288 page book, with its 258 color 

plates, brings these localities into clear focus, placing each into its proper stratigraphic and 

evolutionary development in the Geologic Time Scale of the world. Also covered are many of 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ άƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛōƭŜέ ōȅ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ŀ .ǊŜŀ ¢ŀǊ tƛǘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

Ice Age animals and, the Hell Creek Formation in Montana, with its dinosaurs and egg shell 

fragments, and so on. 

 ¢ƘŜ άƎǳƛŘŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

added bonuses that describe the history of the research at each site, and cite other localities 

with the same fossil types and times. Last but not least, the authors put together a fairly 

complete list of museums which have specimens from one or more of the localities (although 

they miss a few smaller repositories), aƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ άŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ 

some sites. 

 The paperback book is Fossil Ecosystems of North America by John R. Nudds and Paul A. 

Selden, and is available from The University of Chicago Press, 1427 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL 

60637. .ƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƻǿƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ όƳȅ .ƻǊŘŜǊΩǎΣ !ƴƴ !ǊōƻǊΣ ŘƛŘ 

NOT), or you can easily access the Chicago Press web site, www.press.uchicago.edu , where it 

will cost the $39.00 regular price, plus postage. 

 If you do get it, let me know what YOUR opinion of it is. E-mail me at Cecilia@duluk.com 

(Via MWF News   Oct. 2008) 

 

 

 

 

Joke: For weeks, a six-year old boy kept telling his teacher about the baby that was expected at his 

house. One day his mother let the boy feel the movements of the unborn child. He made no comment 

and stopped talking about it to his teacher. When the teacher asked him about the expected event, the 

ōƻȅ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ aƻƳƳȅ ŀǘŜ ƛǘΦέ (From the Post Rock, October, 2008) 

 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/
mailto:Cecilia@duluk.com
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Field Trip Safety, Not Just for Kids by Virgil G. Richards (from the Post Rock, October, 08) 

 One of the first things I do before collecting any site is to make observations of conditions 

and potential safety hazards. Whether itôs a construction site, a quarry, gravel pit, creek bed, or other 

natural features, I assess the areaôs points of concern. Some of this is due to personal experience, 

such as the reason Iôm known in some circles as ñDances with Snakes.ò A safety hazard can be 

anything from wildlife (snakes, bears, insects, etc.), to plant life, (poison ivy, oak, and sumac, 

stinging nettle, cactus) unstable earth or natural features, (cut-banks, talus slopes, hazardous terrain), 

geologic instability due to mining activity such as high-walls with loose rock, overhangs, or rubble 

piles, or in the case of underground mines, aged or rotten timbers, areas of potential or recent 

collapse.  With ravines, creeks, and rivers it can be a matter of watching the weather forecast, not just 

for that area, but also, for the entire watershed, and for the days preceding the collecting activity, not 

just the day of. If you are a field trip leader, this should be your highest priority , not just that of the 

individual. Hazards can include flash floods, mudslides, landslides, sinkholes, and of all things, 

ósucking mud.ô 

 Letôs not forget hyperthermia (heat prostration, heat stroke), and hypothermia (including 

frostbite), dehydration, sunburn, hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia (for us diabetics). As individuals 

you are well aware of your own particular health concerns, but does your field trip leader know about 

them?  How can he/she help you in a situation if he/she doesnôt know you have a medical condition 

that may be aggravated by the activity? What about asthma, or potentially life threatening allergies, 

such as bee or wasp venom?  

 In construction areas such as Iôve mentioned above, loose rubble, heavy equipment, open 

trenches and excavations, are just some of the potential hazards we must be constantly attuned to in 

the pursuit of our hobby. Accidents do happen, but a true accident is a rare occurrence. Foresight and 

a little advance assessment can help prevent injury and even death, when combined with good 

judgment and common sense. 

 I realize that for some of us, myself included, the search for that perfect specimen drives us to 

take risks that truly may not be necessary, but in my case I always try to temper risk with caution, I 

may reach for that crystal on the edge of the cliff, but not until Iôm sure of my footing, and have a 

safety plan in place that sets limits on the risk Iôm willing to take to get my hands on it. Know your 

abilities, your limitations, and admit that the rock is just too big to carry the half-mile back to the 

truck before throwing out your back trying. Always go collecting with a buddy, or let someone 

know your plans, where, when, how long, when do you expect to be back and how long before they 

should become concerned about your welfare. If collecting in mountains or backcountry, know your 

terrain, do your research, have maps and compass (regardless of whether you have a GPS unit or 

not), and some sort of signaling device. Know basic survival skills (and if you donôt, volunteer as an 

adult leader for Scout Troop, the boys will show you how itôs done, not to mention the outings will 

afford some great opportunities to pick up rocks!). These days a cell phone is a staple item for 

collecting trips. 

 The bottom line is there is no such thing as an unnecessary precaution. If conditions are such 

that the question is raised, then take all precautions to ensure the safety of everyone. You canôt have 

too many rocks, but you can have too many to carry at one time. (via T-Town Rockhound 8/05) 
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{ƘŜŦŦƭŜǊΩǎ wŜ-Opens from an article by Rob Skaer (via Rock Lore, 

October, 2008)                                                                                                                                                      

¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΗ {ƘŜŦŦƭŜǊΩǎ DŜƻŘŜ aƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ ¢ƘŜ 

relocated shop and mine have been started again after having 

been ran over by the Avenue of the Saints, a four lane highway 

project from St. Louis, MO, to St. Paul Minnesota.  The old mine and home of Betty Sheffler 

were razed and claimed through eminent domain by the Department of Transportation, the 

Department  paying only a pittance for the beautiful shop and home which was covered with 

large specimens of many types of minerals, crystals, and rocks, many of them museum quality. 

 

Mobile homes and storage trailers have replaced the shop and house. If you are going north on 

Route 61, travel approximately 16 miles north of the Canton, MO, exit to where Highway 61 

turns east towards Keokuk, Iowa, and Highway 27 continues north toward Wayland, MO. Take 

the Route 61 exit, and turn left. Cross the highway and take a rigƘǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ǊƻŀŘΦέ 

¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ {ƘŜŦŦƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

sign up, pay and get directions to the dig site. Although it is just across the highway, a bit of a 

drive is involved to get to the geodes. The area looks much like the last mine did, with less of a 

(and I mean this in the nicest way) hole in the ground. But each of us can help take care of that! 

DŜƻŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴeeded. 

Collecting costs $25 for 50 pounds of geodes ŀƴŘ ϷлΦтр ŀ ǇƻǳƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ рл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

new number is (660) 754-1134. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ {ƘŜŦŦƭŜǊΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΗ  

 

Members 

Please bring items for 

the Salvation Army 

Food Drive! 
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hǳǊ ǎƘƻǿ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

being scheduled on the same weekend. But for those who attended, it was very enjoyable and 

educational. Below are some pictures taken by Sidney Johnson and Keith Blanchard. 

  

The kids loved the spin and win, as usual, {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ tables were a big draw, Harvey liked educating 

others on the hobby and we had many other attractions. It was just sad that we chose the wrong 

weekend to schedule the show and had such low attendance.       


