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OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy,
archaeology and the lapidary arts.

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101
Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Akansas

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year. Junior membership is $4.00
per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00.

The Presidentds Message

My, how the time flies. It has been a very busy month. Three weekend shows and silent auction later, |
am looking forward to slowing down for a month or two or three. Maybe, | can even get in a rock hunt or
two before the snow flies. Our silent auction went very well considering how few turned out for it. We
made $274.50. There was some spirited bidding at times and some real bargains to be had. The quality

of specimens was good which explains theincome. Thanks t o Gretchen and A.

Our club show again had a problem of attendance making our profit very low, only $194.50 after
expenses. The weather was just too beautiful and too many other weekend events were scheduled all
over the area. | think all agreed we need another date for the show, either in July when the tourists are
here or in November when people are starting to think Christmas. This will be discussed at our next
meeting as it is critical to get a date and a site booked while we have a good selection.

Well, the leaves are falingandJack Fr ost will soon be knocking at
get those last minute rock chores completed so we can work inside and enjoy the comfort of our rocky
homes.

Happy Rock Hunting,

Sharon

[There are no minutes this month as we did not have a regular meeting last month.]
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CLEAN OUT YOUR TUMBIHedfQuarry Quips 02/08; submitted by Susan Bannon viidwn
Rockhound, October, 08

For a one to two pound tumbler:

Pour a mixture of ¥ cup of vinegar and 1 % cup of waterth&darrel.

Run 20 to 30 minutes.

Rinse with clean water.

Empty.

Pour a mixture of ¥ cup of baking soda and 1 % cup of water into the barrel.

Run for 20 to 30 minutes.

Rinse with clean water.

The vinegar cleans the barrel, removing rust and residue. ddie sixture neutralizes the
vinegar.

TO CLEAN JEWELRY USING A TUMBLER:

For a three pound tumbler:

Use 12 to 16 ounces of mixed media: stainless steel shots (balls, pins and saucers).

tdzi Ay | F¥Sg LIASOSa 2F 2S4St oilerpede).SO0Sa GKIG o
Pour in enough water to cover.

Add a generous squirt of Dawn liquid dish soap

OR

Use burnishing compound (following burnishing directions).

Tumble for 15 to 30 minutes.

If jewelry turns out dull use more soap, maybe more time also.

NOpearls, crystals, emeralds, plated stuff or soft materials should be cleaned in this manner.

L ¢2dzf R £20S (2 AyOfdzRS | G{ dzyakKa
than the fact that Edward Hakesley made a trip to see his nephew marry ar
gotback safely, | have nothing to include in it. If you have something of inte)
that | can include or, by all means, if you have someone who is ill we can W
speedy recovery, please let me know.
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Hunting For Platinum in the Kitchen (when your wife is not at home) or
How a Very Good Plan Went Awry
By Alfredo Petrov, August 2008
alfredo@mining.org(Reprinted with permission)

Platinum group minerals (PGMs) are among my favogtekysically and chemically tough species,
resistant to acid attack, capable of surviving many miles of very raagkltdown raging creeks. Did you
know that if, God forbid, your house should burn down, the native platinum group nuggets in your
collection are likely to be the ONLY mineral specimens that survive to be sifted intact from the ashes?
All the other specig will either melt, burn, crack or crumble to dust. And, did | mention RARE? Forget
native goldc common as dirt, relatively speakid can find traces of mere gold in almost every river,

all over the world. But the platinum group minerals (platinundiinm, osmium, ruthenium, palladium,
rhodium and their alloys) are really much harder to find than gold. And as for those mystical fools who
believe in the healing engy of quartz and other crystals forget it; platinum is the only mineral with

true mysical powers. Owning a handful of PGM nuggets magically turns even a wimpy geek like me into
a macho man.

So,inmyneveB Y RAYy 3 1jdzS&aG FT2NJ Y2NB YR NINBNItDaazX LQY I
nuggets of platinum, osmium and ruthenium frahe Trinity River in northern California are deservedly

Fl Y2dza o0dzis LRNAYy3I 20SN) §KS tDa NBFSNByOSa Ay tSY
gl a adNIINRAaSR FyR GKNAffSR (2 4SS a$s aSauablsoNA @S NE
listed as platinum localities. So off | went to spend part of my summer vacation panning in the Merced

River and its tributaries in Mariposa County. Results: gold, gold, everywhere, nothing but crappy

common gold; mostly micro flakes, a féigger grains, and one little quartgram nugget. Not a single

micro grain of platinum. Some heavy white metallic grains gave me a brief adrenaline high, but analysis
proved them to be gold amalgram; abundant heavy grey metallic grains were lead, prabdtlijet
FNF3IYSyiGaod ¢KSAS 6SNBE 42 NARAOdZ 2dzat e LINRPEATFTAO (K
2 KSNB Aa Fff GKS LI IFGAYydzY KARAY3IK hogAiazdzate Ye FS
process anywhere near enough alluvium tadfia platinum gain.

Later | was lamenting these discoveries, or rather lack of tloser,a beer with an elderly friend who

used to dredge for gold in the district on a larger scale, with a floating gagmlinered suction dredge.

He cheered meupconsitld: 6 f @ 6& GSfftAy3 YS KS KIFIR YyS@OSNI GKNR g
fraction of the alluvium, consisting mostly of magnetite, ilmenite, zircon, pyrite, radioactive minerals,

etc. He had picked all the most easily visible gold grains and flakes bahtywith tweezers, and then

tossed the leftover black sand into a barrel in the garage, hoping some day to be able to process it

chemically to salvage any remaining microscopic gold dust. Over the course of three years of dredging,

he hadaccumulated a wole 50gallon drum of these heavy concentrates, but never gotiesund to


mailto:alfredo@mining.org
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processing it for its invisible gold remnants.viNib had been taking up space in his garagestoreral
8SINARZ (22 KSI@ge G2 Y20Ss IyR KS ¢l & Kdswa® G2 2F°7F
with him any possible financial gains from the sale of platinum grains.

We took a peek inside thald barrel. Things looked a little depressing in there. After years of sitting
untouched, the black sand had gotten all caked together with i¥tereon earth had all that rust
comesfrom?Well, some of it may have come from iron leached from the batself, or from

decomposing pyrite grains in the sand, or decomposing iron trash in the sand. Either way, it would
hinder our platinum recovery efforts, whether we used gravity methods, chemical methods, or just
visual sorting. Reconcentrating the sandstwt out the PGMs was going to require cleaning it first,
removing all those ocherous iron oxides. We decided to experiment with acids, digging out five pounds
of sand and gently heating it on the kitchen stove in a stainless steel cooking pot with sotaedid.
(Gentlemen; if you wish to enjoy any degree of longevity, do not do this when your wife is at home). But
our experiment was inconclusive. As the wet mixture warmed up, the house filled with the most
abominable fetid stink, as if a dozen faulgmsge treatment plants had somehow all simultaneously
oozed their way up out of the plumbing into the kitchen. Our mild acid and chemically relatively inert

I ff dz@Adzy O2dz RyQi Ll2aarote 0SS GKS OldasS 2F (GKAa a

Alittle investigatiy a K2 ¢ SR (KIF i GKS ySA3aIKoz2NRa OFdGa KFER 0SSy
probably for years, and we had just succeeded in rehydrating what Nature had intended to remain

dehydrated. That put an ignominous end to that particular phase of my platimunting enthusiasm.

.dzi L KF @Sy QG 3IABSY dzZlJ eSiad LT Fye YAYSNIft 02fftSO
setting around, and NO CATS, please get in touch!

L v K Svialth8Regmstite October 2008
Giant Red SpineCrystal Discovered in Tanzania

A 52 Ib. roughly pyramidhaped crystal of oranggyink-reddish spinel about 10 inches on a side was

YAYSR FNRY | FIN¥YSNDa FASEtR Ay al KSy3aSsz ¢l ylFyAalzX
alluvial deposit inte general area, and this discovery nearly started a riot as everyone wanted a piece

of the action. The crystal has been sold, and although most of it is heavily included, there are still zones

of clear facefgrade material. Stones ranging in size frono 30 carats have already been cut, and have

been for sale in Europe, the euro being stronger than the dollar. Production could reach several

thousand carats of finished gems.

(summarized from article bpavid Weinberg Oct. 5, 2007, avww.multicolour.com/spinel)



http://www.multicolour.com/spinel/
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How to Break Rocks for Tumbling

How to break rocks for tumbling ésquestion that comes up frequently since small sized rocks are not

always available in the gemstone material you want. You can prepare the rocks yourself with a rock
KFYYSNI 2NJ NRBO] LIAO1=Z avlrftf &t SRISIT 9l dhéawmhbd@ Qa ONJI
such as one made of denifdags can be made by sewing up an old Levi pants leg, a gunnysack, or a

doubled up old pillowcase. Fold the bag opening under, so no rock chips will fly out. Be sure to always

wear safety glasses and gloves when cruglstone, especially when handling and removing the

material from the bag, since the edges may be sharp. Some like to break the stones in a box, which will

help corral the flying chips. If you have a corner to work in, this will also help corral the orapseast

two sides, while you hammer the chips on a hard piece of steel, andiron, etc. If you have several pieces

2F NRO] G2 ONBIF] dzLJx 2yfte LXIFOS NRrROl 2F GKS alrys
hard as a piece of agate andyou @i 6+ yi GKS a2FGSNJ YFGSNAFE O2YLX S
those very small fragments. Use them in your tumbler over and over again because they speed up the
tumbling process. All of these small chips are rubbing the grit on your rock in a multitptices which

speeds up the process of tumbling and make a smooth, shapely stone. (To get a mental picture of what

is going on in théumble; try picturing marbles in your tumbler. How many places are being touched

with grit when the marbles rub on one atier during the grinding and shaping of the marbles or stone?

The small stones or filler will go between these larger spaces and will help speed up the tumbling

process.) Some rocks are more fragile or brittle, and for these stones, it may be bestitothkb

approximate thickness you want, and then with a hammer and chisel, break theses slabs into sizes close

to your preference.

(FromRock Chips03/08 viaStrata Gem 04/08) viaHints & Tips from T-Town RockhoundSept. 2008

New Endangered Speciesa ¢ KS w2 Qv Jérvalay, Eioria

Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Public Lands Action Commifeeth

This article came to thBIWFvia Shirley LeesopAFMSPresident. In her memo, she noted:

GCKAE AYT2NNVIO AR YyISSSR®E2 daNg GIf dzoa @ al ye 2F @& 2 dzN
winter months in Southern California. These proposals will impact them. Another bill coming

from California Senator Feinstein will close all of the Southern California Desert and put it in
WIRSNYy Sadaod ¢KS oAff R2SayQid S@Sy KI @S | ydzYo SN
oniKA&AD ! a1 @2dzNJ {SyFd2NA (2 ad2L) GKA& oAffd LGQA
OAGAT Syad LG asSSya 0KI i tefeSed iniil BuiinetBek séid iheSdesgras 2 T T A O
SRdzOF GA2y I fX YR GKSYy Al 61a&a | RAFFSNBYy(OH adz2NRo t




November, 2008 Vol. 11 49No. Page 6
The habitat of the Rockhound is diminishing at an astounding rate. More and more of its free roaming
areas are being gobbled up each and every day by the changingieg@nment. Soon, the range of

the Rockhound and its offspring, the Pebble Pup, will become so diminished that extinction will be
imminent.

As the environment changes, the ecosystem of the Rockhound is slowly being replaced by the
SO02aeaiSY 1 §R¥Faaaé apRKAABK A& || LkRAaz2yz2dza RSIR 12y
Pups. Soon they will go the way of the Smilodon, the California Grizzly Bear, and the now extinct Nauga,

which was hunted late in the last century for their hides, which were useldgixely in the creation of

the Bean Bag Chair.

What can be done to save the ecosystem and the free range habitat of the endangered Rockhounds and
Pebble Pups? We can do a lot if we band together and take action now, before it is too late. We need to
review all the facts, formulate a plan, distribute the plan, and then execute the plan by contacting all of
our elected representatives with our facts, figures and recommendations for saving the ecosystem of

the Rockhound.

Currently before Congress are four naderness bills, and one bill that will make some fossil
collecting and ownership a federal crime.

The California Wild Heritage Act and the Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, if
passed by Congress, would reduce the ecosystemeoRthitkhound, just in California, by around 3.26
million acres of new wilderness habitats.

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, when passed by Congress, will make the collecting and
ownership of vertebrate fossils found on public land (BLM, USTeSState land) a federal crime,
punishable by fines and/or imprisonment.

There needs to be allowances for the collecting, ownership, and public display of these vertebrate fossils
by the amateur collector without the fear of criminal prosecution or civil legal aciMmall understand
GKFG aArA3ayarTaOlahided td BeyrBseried forfal] t&enjay] m#She éollection, ownership,

and public display of smaller finds of neignificant, nondescript vertebrate fossils should be allowed in

the legislaton.

If we do not get involved and take a proactive approach, thevabiegislation will become law, and the
Rockhound and Pebble Pup will become extinct, just like their ecosystem and free range habitat.

So what can we do? First read the proposed legislation and determine the effect of the legislation in
your collecting eeas. Inform all of your club members of thegency of this legislatiof-ormulate a
response with recommendations that are attainable. Write letters to your elected officials and present
your case and points. If we do not make our voices heard, weoadelthe battle of the Rockhound and
we will become extinct. We can make our voices heard in Washington by supporting and joining the
American Lands Access Association (ALAA) as clubs or as individuals. Go to
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http://www.amfed.org/ALAA.htmfor more information. Below are the Billsd their authors, with links
to the web sites where full information on their status can be obtained.

S. 493California Wild Heritage Act of 200iitroduced by B. Boxer {DA)
http://w ww.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s1403

e H.R. 860California Wild Heritage Act of 200iitroduced by Hilda Solis{DA)
http://www.govtack.us/congress/bill.xpd:bill=h11860

e S.3069Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritageraciduced by B. Boxer {D
CA)http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bif110-3069

¢ H.R. 6156Eastern Sierra anddithern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, introduced by Howard
McKeon (RCA)http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h1 16156

¢ H.R. 554Paleontological Resources Preservation idttoduced byJames McGovern (BIA)
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h11864

| have copies ddll the above bills in MS Word format. If you, or your club, would like copies please send
me a noe with your email address and | will send them to
you.

For Sale
John Martin 66 (ECEI AT A
California Federfa\tion of Mi'neralogical Societies, $100.00
Public lands Action CommittegSouth
smartin@antelecom.net Contact: Gretchen Neal

870-431-4353

Palmdale Gem and Mineral Club
pamc@antelcom.net (viaMWF News October, 2008

Though the crowd was small, we had a very good silent auctimd took in just under $300.00 on
sales for our treasury. We had about 23 people prese(Rictures of setup)



http://www.amfed.org/ALAA.htm
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s110-493
http://www.govtack.us/congress/bill.xpd:bill=h110-860
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill-s110-3069
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-6156
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-554
mailto:smartin@antelecom.net
mailto:pgmc@antelcom.net

November, 2008 Vol. 11 No. 49 Page 8
Fossil Notes About Recent Publication Cecilia Duluk, MWF Paleontology Chair
Even the semseriousfossil collector may like the following book, the paperback version
of which has recently been added to the University of Chicago Press publications list. Its title,
Fossil Ecosystems of North Amerjcaay sound a bit ofputting, but if, like many casual
O2ff SOU2NRZT &2dz KIFI @S &l FS¢gé¢ Faairta FNRY adz
lllinois, the Green River Formation of Wyoming, the Florissant, Colorado, fossil beds, and so on,
you may find this book answers many of your questions about thsilfofrom these localities.
Or, if you are fascinated, as | am, with the strange creatures of the Burgess Shale, and/or
with the flies and spiders found in Dominican Amber, this 288 page book, with its 258 color
plates, brings these localities into ctdacus, placing each into its proper stratigraphic and
evolutionary development in the Geologic Time Scale of the world. Also covered are many of
GKS t20lF0A2ya afSaa O2ftSO0GA0tSe o0& FYlFGSdNEX
Ice Ageanimals and, the Hell Creek Formation in Montana, with its dinosaurs and egg shell
fragments, and so on.
¢KS G3dzARS&¢ |INB Of SINIeé& FyR O2KSNByGfeée 4N
added bonuses that describe timstory of the research at eadite, and cite other localities
with the same fossil types and times. Last but not least, the authors put together a fairly
complete list of museums which have specimens from one or more of the localities (although
they miss a few smaller repositoriesy, &8 S @Sy KI @S adzZa3SadAz2ya F2N
some sites.
The paperback book FRossil Ecosystems of North AmerimaJohn R. Nudds and Paul A.
Selden, and is available frofine University of Chicago Pre$427 East 60Street, Chicago, IL
60637. 221 aU2NBa Ay dzyA@SNBAGE (2¢6yazr SG0X ¢g2dz R
NOT), or you can easily access the Chicago Press welvsitepress.uchicago.eduwhere it
will cost the $39.00 regularrice, plus postage.
If you do get it, let me know what YOUR opinion of itis1él me atCecilia@duluk.com
(ViaMWF News Oct. 2008)

Joke:For weeks, a siyear old boy kept telling his teacher about the baby that was expected at his

house. One day his mother let the boy feel the movements of the unborn child. He made no comment
andstopped talking about it to his teacher. When the teachéseashim about the expected event, the

028 O0dz2NRG Ayid2 GSIFNRAR I FrBntieRost RoZkOctolher, 20000A Y1 az2YYe | GS


http://www.press.uchicago.edu/
mailto:Cecilia@duluk.com
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Field Trip Safety, Not Just for Kids by Virgil G. Richards (from thePost Rock October, 08)

One of the first thingsdo before collecting any site is to make observations of conditions

and potential safety hazards. Whether 1itdés a co
natural features, | assess the agsomkegperieqgegi nts of
such as the reason I 6m known in some circles as

anything from wildlife (snakes, bears, insects, etc.), to plant life, (poison ivy, oak, and sumac,
stinging nettle, cactus) unstable earth dured features, (cdbanks, talus slopes, hazardous terrain),
geologic instability due to mining activity such as higalls with loose rock, overhangs, or rubble

piles, or in the case of underground mines, aged or rotten timbers, areas of potentitor rec
collapse.With ravines, creeks, and rivers it can be a matter of watching the weather forecast, not just
for that area, but also, for the entire watershed, and for the days preceding the collecting activity, not
just the day of. If you are a field prieader, this should b@ur highest priority , not just that of the
individual. Hazards can include flash floods, mudslides, landslides, sinkholes, and of all things,
6sucking mud. o

Let 6 s nhygperthérmia(hgat prostration, heat stroke), angothermia (including
frostbite),dehydration, sunburn, hypoglycemia and hyperglycertfiar us diabetics). As individuals
you are well aware of your own particular health concerns, but does your field trip leader know about
them? How can he/she helpyouisa t uati on i f he/ she doesndt know
that may be aggravated by the activity? What abetlimg or potentially life threateningllergies
such adee or wasp venomn

I n construction ar eas s uublie, reavyequpment, opennt i oned
trenches and excavations, are just some of the potential hazards we must be constantly attuned to in
the pursuit of our hobby. Accidents do happen, but a true accident is a rare occurrence. Foresight and
a little advance assa®ent can help prevent injury and even death, when combined with good
judgment and common sense.

| realize that for some of us, myself included, the search for that perfect specimen drives us to
take risks that truly may not be necessary, but in my calseays try to temper risk with caution, |
may reach for that c¢crystal on the edge of the ¢
safety plan in place that sets | imits on the ri
abilities, your limitations, and admit that the rock is just too big to carry therikdfback to the
truck before throwing out your back trying. Always go collecting with a buddy, or let someone
know your plans, where, when, how long, when do you expecthadi&and how long before they
should become concerned about your welfare. If collecting in mountains or backcountry, know your
terrain, do your research, have maps and compass (regardless of whether you have a GPS unit or
not), and some sort of signalingwde c e . Know basic survival skills
adult | eader for Scout Troop, the boys will sho
afford some great opportunities to pick up rocks!). These days a cell phone is #estafie
collecting trips.

The bottom line is there is no such thing as an unnecessary precaution. If conditions are such
that the question is raised, then take all/l prec
too many rocks, but yotan have too many to carry at one time. (Vial own Rockhound 8/05)
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{ KSTT f—%@éﬂ amafSicleby Rob Skae(viaRock Lore

Members October, 2008)

Please bring items for A ) o A A L
Food Drive! relocated shop and mine have been started again after ltavin
been ran over by the Avenue of the Saints, a four lane highway
project from St. Louis, MO, to St. Paul Minnesota. The old mine and home of Betty Sheffler
were razed and claimed through eminent domain bg epartment of Transportatigrihe
Department paying only a pittance for the beautiful shop and home which was covered with
large specimens of many types of minerals, crystals, and rocks, many of them museum quality.

'daYy

Mobile homes and storage trailers have replaced the shop and house. If you agengoih on

Route 61, travel approximately 16 miles north of the Canton, MO, exit to where Highway 61

turns east towards Keokuk, lowand Highway 27 continues north toward Wayland, MO. Take

the Route 61 exit, and turn left. Cross the highway and takefig 2y 2 G KS aFNRy (I
¢CNF @St lo2dzi | ljdzZk NISNI 2F + YAES IyR @2dz gAff
sign up, pay and get directions to the dig site. Although it is just across the highway, a bit of a

drive is involved to get to #ngeodes. The area looks much like the last mine did, with less of a

(and I mean this in the nicest way) hole in the ground. But each of us can help take care of that!
DS2RS&a IINB 2dzad o0SySIFGK GKS adzaNFIF OSZeeted. 6 ST 2N

Collecting costs $25 for 50 pounds of geole¢ R PndTp I Ll2dzy R 20SNJ pn L
new number is (660) 752134,

LG Aa 3INBIIG G2 KIFI@gS {KSTFFEtSNNa o6F O1 dzZJ | YR NIz
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hdzNJ 4aK26 RARY QO tfAGS dzld (2 GKS SELISOGlI GAz2ya GKAA
being scheduled on the same weekend. But for those who attended, it was vesabilg and
educational. Below are some pictures taken by Sidlshynson and Keith Blanchard

The kids loved the spin and win, as usfiak | N&bfeSQwiere a big drawjarveyliked educating
others on the hobby and we had many other attractiohsvds just sad that we chose the wrong
weekend to schedule the show and had such low attendance.



