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Sharon Waddell: Liaisons Officer
MWEF Assistant Micromounter: Brenda Johnson

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy,
archaeology and the lapidary arts.

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101
Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year. Junior membership is $4.00
per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00.

The President’s Message

It is that time again and | have againltbeen r
was just yesterday that | did one, or so it seems. The silent auction has come and gone. Dorothy

will have totals for us at the next meeting. Dorothy also outdid herself with refreshments and all

who came enjoyed her day spent in the kitchen.

Brenda, head of the nominating committee, reports that all offices are filled except that of
president. While I appreciate all those who have agreed to hold an office next year, a very
important post remains vacant. As someone who has held this post off and on for several years, |
know that it involves work but you get so many rewards in return. According to the by-laws |
should not be president again, so pleasssssse someone step up and take the position.

Upcoming events include the Dake Auction in Rolla, MO on Nov. 14 and the greater St Louis
show Thanksgiving weekend.

Happy Hunting,
Sharon [Waddell]

Please remember to bring canned goods for our food drive. This time of year is
especially hard for many people. So this month and next, please remember those who
are less fortunate.
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The Minutes of the October 10, 2009 Executive Committee Meeting

The meeting was called to order by President Sharon Waddell at 6:30 P.M. The first
matter of business was that the head of the Senior Citizens Center had contacted our President
and told her that we can not have the third weekend of August, 2010 for our show. She
reassigned us to the fourth weekend, which will be August 28 and 29. Ernie Confer and Madelyn
Anderson said they would contact all the national magazines and the MWF with the dates in time
for proper publication.

Sharon announced that the Dake Auction will be on November 14 at the McNutt Hall,
Room 204, University of Science and Technology, Rolla, Missouri.

The matter of having a banner made to advertize our 2010 show was brought up. Paul
Davis said that he might be able to get one made at his place of work.

All were asked to save specimens for grab bags and spin and win and the June meeting
was set as the meeting to do the grab bags. It was agreed also that the price will be $2.00 each,
and a bag will be displayed to show the specimens that one might be able to get, already in small
plastic bags and labeled. Treasurer Dorothy Hess said that all who purchase small plastic bags to
do minerals for grab bags will be refunded when they present a receipt for the bags.

Treasurer Dorothy Hess reported $1,397.53 in the club account. She said we would have
to pay approximately $250 insurance to the MWF by the end of the year.

No other business was discussed and the meeting was adjourned.

There were no regular meeting minutes as it was our Annual Silent Auction.

Correction: Refreshments are by Darrel Puls
and Lois Chapman this month.

In the October issue I identified
our guests as Jerry & Carol

Collie. Their name should have C.L. Dake Geological Society Annual
read Jerry & Carol Kahle. Rock & Mineral Auction

University of Science and

- - - Technology, McNutt Hall, Rm. 204
Our program for this meeting will saturday, November 14, 2009

be the secor_ld part of the Lost _ Rolla, Missouri

O e ey narrated g7 D Check in: 7:30 a.m. Auction starts at
Attenbourough; Putting Flesh on 10:30 a.m.

the Bone.
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October, 2009, Financial Report
Dorothy Hess, Treasurer

Last report balance: (September 8, 2009) $1,407.54

Transactions for the reporting period: (September 9, 2009 — October 12, 2009)

Income:
Membership dues for 2009 Total $ 52.00
Expenses:
Postage 19.34
Publishing of September Bulletin 9.72
September club website fee 29.95
Total $ 59.04
Check book balance as of October 12, 2009 $1,397.53

From your Nomination Committee: Brenda Johnson and Dorothy Hess

We still are in need of someone stepping up and taking the position of President for 2010. We
would like to have someone who is new to the club to do this. All of those of us who have been
in positions for so long need a break. Some of us, such as me, are already carrying more than one
duty.

This club belongs to all of us. All of us should be ready to help where ever we are needed, when
ever we are needed.

| received the following as an e-mail forwarded to me by Ed Hakesley. I think that each of you
will understand when you read it, what | mean.

Please see Dorothy Hess or myself to accept the position of President.

Thank you.

Brenda Johnson
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Forward: from RMFMS Newsletter '""Reluctant Dragons"

RELUCTANT DRAGONS by Ted RoblesVP of theGem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC
Inc. via RMFMS Newsletter 8/04

You've heard it many times - maybe you've even said it. "The Society is run by a clique; a
certain group of people who trade all the offices back and forth between themselves and never
give anyone else a chance at leadership.” (Or words to that effect.)

Sometimes it's true; human nature and the desire for power being what it is, once in a while an
organization will be run in just this fashion. The first rock club I ever belonged to was. We had a
Perennial President and the Board was always the same group. It was a large club, and a very
active one. For the time, we had one of the largest annual shows in the county, and our meetings
were always well attended. Our exhibits were judged, and we always had over fifty cases on
display. We had excellent program; field trips were laid on once or twice a month, and a "biggie"
once a year, when we trekked five hundred miles or more for a week to one of the finer
collecting locales. In short, an ideal club - but it no longer exists. It had everything going for it
except member participation - what is known as "continuity." Without continual infusion of new
blood in leadership positions, no new ideas were forthcoming, and the organization just
gradually died.

Usually, however, when the same faces are seen in leadership positions, it is by default. Another
facet of human nature comes into play, and it is an insidious one. When a group comes together,
there are natural leaders who are chosen for their ability and the group at large is perfectly
willing to let them lead. The factor is known as "inertia.” It is just plain easier to sit back and
watch than it is to get out and do things, especially in an organization such as ours, which
depends entirely on volunteerism, the reward for accomplishment being strictly the satisfaction
of seeing a good job done well, with no monetary stipend or other benefit. In fact, in these
hurried modern times, it is difficult to the point of an impossibility to find people who will do the
various tasks that need to be done. BUT - the leadership cadre can burn out when tasked to get
the job done without a lot of help from the membership. It seems that one or two factors arise:
either the person asked to do something is "too busy," or is afraid that he/she is "not up to it.”
The peculiar thing is that when one of these Reluctant Dragonss finally talked into doing a job
in spite of the diffidence inherent in the inertia factor, almost always not only is the job done, but
also it is done well! The factor known as pride enters in; a person having been tasked for a given
position does not want to let the membership down, so gives it his/her best shot. The results vary
from satisfactory to outstanding! Most people have talents they never knew they possessed.

And so, we come to the reason for this article. After a number of years of coasting along, we are
in a period of growth. There are a lot of new faces among the membership. If we are to survive
as a society, these newer faces must become the next generation of leaders. In the past, we have
often not actively recruited newer people for the various positions needing to be filled, because
we in leadership roles have chosen (wisely or not) to ask people we knew ‘could do a job' instead
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of seeking among the membership for new talent. But we do need that new talent; without it we
stand to go the way of the dinosaurs.

So, when you are asked to do something for the benefit of the Society, it is because the person
who asks you is confident that you can do it. Please don't just automatically say "No" because
you don't feel that you have the ability. If you are asked to do something, at least give it some
consideration. Certainly it is easier to refuse a job - but are you REALLY "too busy?" Remember
the saying, "If you want something done, give the job to a busy person!" You, the membership,
are the lifeblood of the Society. Without you, it does not exist. When you joined, you promised
to be part of a "working" society. Please think of doing what you can. Not everyone wants to be
President, but there are a number of you who could be - and certainly there is a large reservoir of
untapped talent. If you would refute the idea that the Society is run by a clique, just let a member
of the Board know what you'd like to help and be prepared at how fast you'll be taken up on the
offer.

To be honest, we (the ‘clique,’ the 'in-group,' the 'ones who run the Show') would very much like
to relax and let others perform the myriad tasks necessary for the operation of a successful
Society. We, too, are "Reluctant Dragons,” doing what needs to be done because it needs to be
done, and wishing that we could retire. Please let us do so gracefully.

Church Feud

There was a feud between the Pastor and the Choir Director of the Southern Baptist
Church. Itseemsthefir st hi nt of troubl e came when the Pa
Yourselves to Service®" and the Choir Director
believe it was a coincidence, the Pastor put the incident behind him.

The next Sunday hepreached on , Gi ving. " Afterwards, the
|l ed them in the hymn: ,Jesus Paid it All ." By

Sunday morning attendance swelled as the tension between the two built. A large crowd
showedupthene xt week to hear his sermon on , The Sin
Choir Director selected the song: ,1 Love To

There was no turning back. The following Sunday the Pastor told the congregation that

unless something changed he was considering resignation. The entire church gasped when the

Choir Director | ed them in: ,Why Not Tonight.
Truthfully, no one was surprised when the Pastor resigned a week later, explaining that

Jesus had led him there and Jesus was leading him away. The Choir Director could not resist:

. What a Friend We Have in Jesus. "

[Submitted by Sid and Aradasa Johnson, as seen in the Mountain Wave NewspapeMarshall, AR,
April 2, 2009, page 3.]
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BE SAFE - BE WELL

TRACK WALKING

By Don Monroe, Safety Chair via Aradasa Johnson, OESGM&F Club Safety Chair
http://www.amfed.org/news/n2008_06.pdf

Do not let your kids or grandkids read this article!

When | was young (late Elementary or early High School) I did a lot of track walking.
We lived about 4 miles out of town and for me the easiest way to get there was to walk the
railroad. The only real hazard was the trestle over the river which had no walk way, just
cross ties. The drop to the river was about 40 feet so we always stopped before going across and
put an ear to the rail so that we could hear an approaching train before we ran across. At that
time most of the trains were steam powered and quite noisy. These days, the trestle would be
much more dangerous.

Why did we do this? Well, it cut at least a mile out of the walk and gave us the
opportunity to find all sorts of objects, mostly metal, that fell off the trains. It was also safer than
swimming across the river because my mother always knew when she would tousle my hair and
that brought on corporal punishment. | deserved it.

Over recent years | have resumed track walking. Do you know how many good things
such as tomahawks and knives that can be forged from the high carbon steel variety of spikes?
Plus any pieces of broken rail can make a great anvil? Other good things scattered along the
track include an endless variety of metal scrap. Before you point it out, | already know that | am
a scavenger and can never pass up nuts, bolts, screws and the like. Since | once worked for the
railroad, | know (and have been told recently) that small quantities of scrap are of no concern to
them if you don®"t go on private property or
Birmingham and the city is full of grade crossings. You can literally walk down the streets in the
older industrial parts of town and pick up enough small pieces of steel to keep your forge busy.

Okay you are not into metal working or forging but how about cabochons, or specimens
or even gold. If you persist in walking along with your nose in the air, several things can happen.
First, folks will think you are a snob and, second, you may trip and fall over something. Last,
you will miss good things along the path. | am not a super geologist or gemologist but even I can
spot quartz crystals or even a raw sapphire or ruby. It may not be a good one but the price is
right. Last week | found a really neat cloudy quartz specimen in my driveway and | already know
how | am going to shape, polish and use it.

Do you know that it is said that gold can be found in every state in our nation and it is
yours for the effort? | am writing this from Sanibel Island, Florida where we are attending a fund
raiser for a non-profit school. The beaches are a treasure and a metal detector is nice but not
necessary. Get out and look around because, if nothing else, you may need the exercise.
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Scientists reveal prehistoric terror

(CNN) -- Scientists say they have discovered the intact fossilized skull of a marine crocodile
with a dinosaur-like head and a fish-like tail that likely terrorized the Pacific Ocean 135
million years ago.

The head of the expedition that found the specimen has dubbed it "Godzilla."

The fossil was discovered in 1996 in the Patagonia region of Argentina and researchers spent
years uncovering the skull and analyzing their find. They published their work Thursday in the
journal Science.

Zulma Gasparini, paleozoology professor at Argentina's Universidad Nacional de La Plata, said
the fierce-looking animal probably terrorized creatures in the Pacific Ocean 135 million years
ago, just as the film monster Godzilla frightened the people of Tokyo in the movies.

"We are calling him the 'chico malo' -- 'bad boy"' of the ocean, she said.

Report co-author Diego Pol of Ohio State University said "Godzilla,” whose scientific name is
Dakosaurus andiniensis, had a short, high snout and large, jagged teeth for biting and cutting

prey.

He said this was surprising, because other marine crocodiles have long, thin snouts and many
smaller teeth.

But Pol said "Godzilla" was a top ocean predator and preyed much like the dinosaurs of its era.

He said it was probably about 12 feet long and had four paddle-like limbs instead of the legs of
today's crocodiles.

The National Geographic Society and Argentina’'s National Council of Scientific and Technical
Research funded the research.

Via AFMS home page at www.afms.org

Hint condensed from Dick Rathjen of Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Society in Stoney Statements 7/94, the Rock
Pile 12/94, T-Town Rockhound 12/97 and the Sooner Rockologist 10/09

If you have been having trouble keeping your slab saw blade cutting properly, check the speed of

the blade and run it according to the manuf ac


http://www.afms.org/
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""Code of Ethics™

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land without
permission from the owner.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing collecting on public lands and will
observe them.

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which | plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as fences, signs, buildings, etc.

I will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be certain they are completely extinguished
before leaving the area.

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.

I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what | can reasonably use.

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and will
recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting
areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.

I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.

I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau of Land Management or other authorities, any
deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment
of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.

| will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

I will observe the "Golden Rule", will use Good Outdoor Manners and will at all time conduct myself in a
manner which will add to the stature and Public Image of Rockhounds everywhere

Hint as seen in the Sooner Rockologist 10/09: Polishing a stone all over, front, back, and edges, acts as
a sealer, keeping out water, natural corrosion, and absorption of harmful substances such as perspiration.
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Types of spinel

Important members of the spinel group include:

Spinel — MgAl,0,, after which this class of minerals is named
Gahnite - ZnAl,O4

Franklinite - (Fe,Mn,Zn)(Fe,Mn),04
Chromite - (Fe:Mg)Cr,04
Magnetite - Fe304

Hercynite - FeAl,O,

Ulvospinel - TiFe,O4

Jacobsite - MnFe,04

Trevorite - NiFe,04

Ringwoodite - M,SiOy4, an abundant olivine polymorph within the Earth's mantle from
about 520 to 660 km depth, and a rare mineral in meteorites

True spinel has long been found in the gemstone-bearing gravel of Sri Lanka and in
limestones of the Badakshan province in nowadays Tajikistan and of Mogok in Burma.
Recently gem quality spinels were also found in the marbles of Luc Yen (Vietnam),
Mahenge and Matombo (Tanzania), Tsavo (Kenya) and in the gravels of Tunduru (Tanzania)
and llakaka (Madagascar). Spinel is found as a metamorphic mineral, and also as a primary
mineral in rare mafic igneous rocks; in these igneous rocks, the magmas are relatively
deficient in alkalis relative to aluminium, and aluminium oxide may form as the mineral
corundum or may combine with magnesia to form spinel. This is why spinel and ruby are
often found together.

Spinel is common in peridotite in the uppermost Earth's mantle, between 450 km (where
olivine is metamorphosed to spinel) to 670 km kilometers or so; below that depth, the spinel
is oxidised. At depths significantly shallower than the Moho, calcic plagioclase is the more
stable aluminous mineral in peridotite.

Spinel, (Mg,Fe)Al;O4, is a common mineral in the Ca-Al-rich inclusions (CAIs) in some
chondritic meteorites.

This was taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia on the Internet.

Batch Warmer for Cabs
From the Pegmatite 12/08

If you have a lot of dopping to do at home, a good way to keep stones at an even temperature is

in an electric frying pan set at 200 — 250 degrees. (from the RRC Newsletter, and Rockhound Rambling,
11/12 08.)
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For Our Juniors
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The kind of mineral that agate is an
example of

A halide mineral that fluoresces

A junior member with a June birthday
Program topic for the Club’s June
General Meeting

The name for Zinc Silicate, a mineral
that fluoresces
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What Bob Curtis has had 90 of

The kind of light that causes
fluorescence

The kind of awards presented at the
Club’s May bangquet

A carbonate mineral that fluoresces
Site for the Club’s June 27 field trip
The birthstone for June

EclipseCrossword.com

Word Bank:
SCHOLARSHIP
ARTIFACTS
FLUORITE

WILLEMITE
HALEYNIENHUIS

CALCITE
ULTRAVIOLET
QUARTZ

FLUORITE
ALPENA
BIRTHDAYS

Taken from the Tulip City Conglomerate, June, 2009

Pearls in Trees

Pearl formed by oysters or other mollusks are made of aragonite, a form of calcite (calcium
carbonate). These are well known, but the most surprising pearls are those that grown on trees-
Cocoa palms. A coconut pearl occurs inside the nut when the three holes, including the one that

opens, are lacking. The embryo, unable to escape, forms a valuable and highly esteemed pearl of
the same carbonate of calcium.Sour ces: The 6/ 06 ;
Stick 4/09.

Rockpile

Backbender "
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Unsolved Mystery of Our World’s Past

A cube of metal carefully machined, notched, and rounded on one side was found in the center of
a block of <coal in Austria in 1885. 't “s stildl i n
Basing their conclusions on the age of the coal bed, various experts estimated it to be 300,000
years old.
Workmen found a piece of gold thread embedded in eight feet of rock at a quarry in Rutherford
Mills, England. The London Times reported this discovery in June 1984, and the experts say it has to be
60 million years old. Who could have dropped a gold thread in England 60 million years ago?
Perhaps these items were the handiwork of the same people who made the strange pieces of very
ancient pottery which have been found in rock quarries and coal mines around the world along with steel
nails, perfect glass lenses, and even believe it or not, bones of prehistoric animals with bullets in them.
Giant chains have been found embedded in great rocks in both North and South America, not
merely embedded, but actually passing through the rocks.
Anot her enigma is the *“Plain of Jars”. |t came
stone jars, some over six feet high. Some are so huge they can hold six men. There are over a thousand of
these peculiar artifacts scattered over the high plateau surrounded by mountains. Carved of limestone and
granite, no one knows who carved them, when and why.
Though many battles have ravaged these plains, most devastating were the secret battles and air
raids of the 2™ Indochina War. Hundreds of thousands of bombs rained down upon the plains, destroying
among other things, the beautiful town and temple Xiang Kuang, while running battles were fought and
lost among the jars. American bombers also jettisoned unused bombs over the plains as they returned
from raids on Vietnam, yet the jars are virtually untouched.
How about Peter T. Lund and the Laserstones of Portland, Maine? The laserstones are supposedly
a collection of stone artifacts made by a laser or similar beam technology some thousands of years ago.
According to a | ocal geophysicist, “they appear d
Fashioned from European beach cobbles, they range from softball size to bigger than a basketball. The
cuts on the stones are made with extreme precision thru the hardest basalt, granite and other minerals.
Finally, the grooved spheres from South Africa; over the past several decades, South African
miners have found hundreds of metallic spheres, at least one of which has three parallel grooves running
around its equator. The spheres are of two types—“ one of sol i d bl ui sh metal wi
another which is a holl ow bal | krhanmade, getho imtélligeght a whi t
life existed at that time.

(Sources: The Rockpile 10/06; T-Town Rockhound 6/06 and the Pick and Dop Stick 4/09
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Pyrite Suns

Pyrite suns are found in the coal mines or Sparta, Illinois at a depth of 300 feet in a very
narrow seam lying on top of the coal vein. Miners in four mines bring them out in their lunch
buckets, thus preserving what would otherwise be destroyed in the mines. Originally thought to
be marcasite, research by the Smithsonian Institute has proven them to be pyrite and, therefore,
very durable. Surrounded by black shale and coal, a very difficult cleaning process unveils their
hidden beauty. Dating in age of 35 million years old, one of the present theories of origin has
them as a pyritized fossil replacement of a lily pad. Their natural beauty lends them to a variety
of jewelry making ideas.

(Sources: The Rockpile 10/06 and the Quarry Quips 6/06)

Notice: Our club show dates were changed and we are now planning for out 2010 show to be
held the last weekend of August at the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, Mountain Home,
Arkansas. We are asking all club members to start preparing now by putting specimens in small
plastic bags, with the identification included, to be used for grab bags and spin-and-win
specimens. If you plan to have a booth to sell, or if you want to do a demonstration, please see
Sharon Waddell or Edward Hakesley to reserve a spot, or if you have a showcase and would
like to display minerals, let them know. We want to make this show better then the last, so all
members are asked to help in some way, so please get enthusiastic and pitch in!

News of Our Members
GretchenNeilhasn*"t been feeling well. We hope
Our sympathy goes out to Sid Johnson on the loss of his Aunt who lived in Leslie, Arkansas.
Sid and Aradasa Johnson hosted a micromounters meeting at their home on October 31. Those
attending were Edward Hakesley, Harvey and Brenda Johnson. All members, whether you

have a microscope or not, are invited to join our group; just let Edward Hakesley know you are
interested so that he can let you know when the next meeting will be.
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Dates to Remember

November
6-8  Cleveland, OH, Annual Micromount Symposium, Micro-mineral Society of the

Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 1
Wade Oval.

10 OESGM&F Club meeting — 7:00 p.m. — Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring,
Cooper Park, Mountain Home, Arkansas.

14 C.L. Dake Auction, University of Science and Technology, McNutt Hall, Rm.
204, Rolla, Missouri. Check in: 7:30 a.m. Auction starts at 10:30 a.m.

Dorothy Hess, Publisher
1177 CR 1084
Mountain Home, AR 72653
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