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President    Vice President    Editor & Secretary        Treasurer 

Sharon Waddell      Edward Hakesley   Brenda Johnson             Dorothy Hess 

6463 Hwy 63    821-1 Alexis Circle   1424 CR 18               1177 CR 1084 

West Plains, MO 65775    Mtn. Home, AR 72653  Mtn. Home, AR 72653         Mtn. Home, AR 72653 

417-256-8948         870-424-0956    870-481-5697                  870-481-5944 

 

Sharon Waddell: Liaisons Officer    See address above. 

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy, 

archaeology and the lapidary arts. 

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 

Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas 

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year.  Junior membership is $4.00 

per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00. 

                           

Presidentôs Message 

My, is it that time again?  I had a phone message this morning reminding me it was time 

for another Presidentôs message for the bulletin.  This last month has flown by.  Highlights of the 

month include initializing plans for next years show and choosing the show date so the building 

could be spoken for and the dates published in ñrockyò magazines.  Next years show will be held 

August 21
st
 and 22

nd
.   

 We have also had several field trips to repeat areas.  Ed Hakesley came into the club 

meeting with samples of gastropods that were amazing.  Several club members had been to an 

area being excavated right here in Mt Home after Ed Saling told them about the find.  Another 

field trip was set up last Saturday for those of us who did not get in on the initial trip.  Though 

we did not find the bonanza the first group found, we all found gastropods.  Since there had been 

a recent blast, several of us showed up at Crider quarry on Labor Day and lots of calcite was 

found.  Though etched and often coated in a white material, the typical poker chip calcite was 

abundant. Mark Medley and I made a repeat trip to the quarry.  It is amazing how much material 

had been moved in five days. Little was left of the blast and boulders had to be worked.   

Now that fall is almost here, it is time to think about fall house cleaning and what comes with it.  

This month is silent auction.  Start going through your finds and select items for the auction.  A 

sample of the auction form should be somewhere in the bulletin for you to copy and use.  

Remember that this is our main fund raiser and what the club brings in must last until next year.  

Continued on page 11 
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Minutes of the September 8, 2009, Executive Meeting 

By Brenda Johnson 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Sharon Waddell at 6:25 p.m. The first topic of 

the meeting was ñDo we want to have another show?ò The answer was a unanimous ñYes!ò 

 

Brenda Johnson suggested that next year we not make as many flyers and concentrate on 

putting up more signs and higher than they were this year. Dorothy Hess agreed and showed 

how many had marked that they had come to the show because of the signs instead of the flyers. 

It was agreed that we would e-mail those who left their addresses next year, continue to send 

flyers to other clubs, and have more signs made to put in various places in the city. 

 

Treasurer Dorothy Hess reported that the net income after expenses for this years show was 

$697.17, compared to $194.50 last year.  

 

The next show date was set for the third weekend, August 21 ï 22, 2010, with the same times as 

this year.  

 

President Sharon Waddell asked that we give the Senior Citizens Center an additional $100, as 

Dorothy Hess had already given that amount to them for the two day rent of the rooms. 

Members agreed, but Ernie Confer asked that it be taken up before the club membership for a 

vote. 

 

Harvey Johnson asked why our club was not contributing to the MWF educational fund. No 

decision was made as to whether we would or not. 

 

Sharon Waddell said that with the next show we need to change the table arrangements, putting 

the spin-and- win in the next room along with the silent auction table due to people almost 

falling on the steps of the stage, and the area being over crowded. Brenda Johnson suggested 

putting the demonstrations on the stage instead. 

 

It was a unanimous decision that we not allow anyone who is not a club member to sell mineral 

specimens on the premises, unless they secure a table before the show setup date. It was also 

stated that table space is what is sold, not necessarily a table or tables. 

 

Secretary Julia Blanchard tearfully stated that as of this meeting, due to personal problems, she 

would have to resign her post. Brenda Johnson said she would fill in for her until the next 

officers are elected. 

 



October, 2009                                             Vol. 50 No 10                                                 Page 3                  

Executive minutes continuedð 

It was also decided that Ernie Confer and Madelyn Anderson will do the advertisement for the 

next show, with Sharon Waddell and Edward Hakesley working as show-chairs, with Edward 

Hakesley being the contact person. 

Sharon Waddell said we were out of material for grab bags and spin-and-win and suggested that 

we all remember as we collect to collect something for those two branches. 

All other discussions were tabled until the next executive committee meeting and the meeting 

was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Minutes of the September 8, 2009 Meeting 

By Brenda Johnson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 by President Sharon Waddell. Guests were asked to 

introduce themselves and take a door prize. Jerry and Carol Collie, and Janel Cotter, and 

grandson Brandon Turner were the guests. Janel and Brandon immediately paid their dues 

and joined the club. 

 

Door prizes were drawn with Aradasa Johnson, David Orin and Sid Johnson winning.  

 

The program, Whatôs Hot in Tucson 2009, narrated by David Wilbur, was shown by program 

chairman Edward Hakesley.  

 

The minutes for the August meeting were approved as published. 

 

Treasurer Dorothy Hess reported a total of $1404.54 in the club account. 

 

Sharon Waddell announced that Secretary Julia Blanchard officially resigned her post and 

Brenda Johnson would assume her position for the rest of the year. 

 

Old Business: The show report was given by Sharon and she said all the dealers were delighted 

and asked the members if they would agree to give the Senior Citizens Center an additional $100 

spread out between October and December in $50.00 increments. A motion was made by 

Brenda Johnson and seconded by Gretchen Neal that it be done. All members accepted the 

motion. 
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Minutes continued --  

Sharon Waddell announced our next yearôs show would be the third weekend in August, the 21 and 22. 

She said the show was in the planning stages and also that we need grab bags and spin-and-win materials. 

 

New Business:  

Sharon announced the fact that our October meeting would be our silent auction and encouraged 

members to bring good items to donate.  

 

A nominating committee for new officers for 2010 was appointed, Brenda Johnson and Dorothy Hess. 

 

Sharon also said we need to order badges and suggested that Dorothy Hess contact a place in 

Springfield, MO, to find out how much they would cost. She also said we need to order shirts and took a 

show of hand as to how many would be interested in shirts. She then asked Dorothy Hess to ask The 

Shirt Shop about the cost of both sweat shirts and T-shirts. 

 

Brenda Johnson showed members two books to be presented to the Baxter County Library. One will be 

placed there in memory of Frank Cirincione entitled Silversmithing by Rupert Finegold, and the other 

entitled The Kiln Book to be a gift from the club. 

 

Possible field trips were discussed for the Native American Day at Pheiffer Museum on September 19, 

with a sign-up sheet being passed, and a trip was set for September 12, to the construction sight in 

Mountain Home, with Ed Saling saying that he would try to have his men turn the piles for better 

collecting. Brenda Johnson told everyone that J. Michael Howard is working on a field trip for micro 

minerals to a quarry in Magnet Cove, AR, for September 25 and would let us know by September 21. She 

told all who were interested to let her know so she could inform Mr. Howard. Ed Hakesley said he had 

been trying to contact the foreman in Black Rock about a future trip, but had had no return call. 

 

The showïand-tell table had specimens brought by Sharon Waddell, Harvey and Brenda Johnson, 

Julia Blanchard, and Edward Hakesley. 

 

The drawing for the raffle was done with Brandon Turner and Aradasa Johnson winning. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with members enjoying refreshments brought by Sharon Waddell. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new members 

Janel Cotter, and grandson, 

Brandon Turner. 

Refreshments this month are by 

Dorothy Hess. 
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BE SAFE ï BE WELL 

By Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair 

http://www.amfed.org/news/n2008_09.pdf 

Via Aradasa Johnson, Safety Chair 

Oh Say Can You See? 

Many, many of us do not see as well as we would like or as well as we once could. All of these 

vision problems are not the result of aging. In some cases, other factors play a part in creating the 

problem. 

  

Pre-teens and older teenagers may have sustained eye injuries while at play due to flying objects 

or missiles such as a shot from an air rifle. I well remember being hit in the eye with the ñballò 

from a sweet-gum tree. My cousin could really throw well for a girl. Yes, it was very painful and 

it took several days to heal. A small amount of permanent damage resulted in what the doctor 

called a ñfloaterò which is in my eye to this day? 

 

Excessive exposure to bright sunlight has a long-term effect on our eyes. This exposure can 

result in cataracts and other eye damage. Sun glasses that reduce UV exposure can help. Are we 

properly concerned with the lighting that we rely on when we read, write or do close work? The 

latest information I received from my ophthalmologist indicates that all of us will have cataracts 

as we age. These will show up as yellowing in the eye and, for the most part, surgery will not be 

required. Good lighting will assist us minimizing this effect. 

 

Regular eye examinations and corrective lenses must become a way of life for us if we are going 

to safeguard our sight. I personally do not see any pleasure in standing on a street corner with a 

white cane and a tin cup or having our grandchildren read for us because we canôt see. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trimming and Cleaning Fossils 

By Brenda Johnson 

 

You often go on fossil digs and find large slabs of stone with that perfect something you have always 

wanted to add to your collection, but it is entirely to large to carry home. How do you go about trimming 

the stone? 

 

Cleaning begins in the field. Before loading it into your car, check to see if you can take a layer or layers 

off below the fossil without damaging what you want to keep. Put your chisel on the layer farthest away 

from the specimen and below it. Strike it once firmly. In most cases the rock will split along the face of  
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Trimming and Cleaning Fossils continued ï 

 

the layer. Check again for unwanted fractures on the surface. If there isnôt any, lift the layer off. I might 

add here that some fossils you find in the field are entirely too large to be cleaned. That is where your 

camera comes in handy. Please do not destroy a fossil by beating on it if it is too large for you to safely 

extract from the matrix, and too large to load and carry home. Take a picture of it with something beside 

it to give others an idea of the size, and leave it in the field for others to see. 

 

 

With luck, you will be able to break the piece down without damaging the fossil, only to find that it is still 

too large to put into your collection. But once loaded, brimming with pride, you head for home. That is 

where the real job begins. 

 

You should keep a good supply of tools for cleaning. These may be dental picks, which can be purchased 

from many supply houses dealing in rocks and minerals, small brushes of various sizes, small sized 

hammers come in handy also, and newspaper to spread out to minimize the mess. Try to sit in a 

comfortable position while you do your cleaning job. 

 

Always remember that old saying your mom told you many times ï ñHaste makes waste.ò When cleaning 

a fossil, one should never do anything until first washing the grime from what you are to keep. Donôt 

worry about washing the entire matrix. You will be discarding that anyway. But clean the fossil so as to 

examine it for any fractures and determine how much matrix you can remove. Fossils should be slightly 

damp before beginning any trimming. This will help to loosen any stone that is near the specimen. 

 

Fossils such as leaves or other plant specimens may be so unstable they may not be able to be extracted 

from a stone. These should just be gently bathed and once dry, stabilized with a mixture of one-half water 

to one-half Elmerôs Glue. You will hear others who say they use lacquer or other such stabilizers, but I 

frown on that. It ruins the fossil. By using the Elmerôs glue mix, if in the future you decide you need to 

remove the glue for further study of the fossil, all you have to do is soak it in water and gently brush it 

and the glue will be gone. This mixture was given to me by a gentleman who worked in a major museum 

in the U.S., and I have used it with success ever since, after ruining several fossils in the past with lacquer 

when I first began collecting. 

 

Haste and impatience is your worst enemy while cleaning a specimen. Many collectors get into a hurry to 

take the entire matrix from a specimen and trim to closely, shattering what they want to save. Mark on the 

surface no closer than one-half of the narrowest part of your specimen or one inch, whichever is less, all 

around the specimen. [Never use a rototool for cleaning a specimen. Dust, especially from limestone, can 

cause serious damage to your lungs.] Using a sharp tool, score your fossil on the line you have made. 

Continue to work away from the fossil specimen and gently chisel the matrix from the specimen. In some 

cases, you can not use a chisel, but will have to gently lift pieces of matrix from around the specimen. The  
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Trimming and Cleaning Fossils continued ï 

 

same principal applies. Work slowly; checking after each piece is removed. It may take you days, it may 

take you months, but the end result is what you are trying to achieve, so do not hurry. 

 

Depending on what type fossil you have will determine as to whether you will want to leave it in the 

matrix or remove the entire matrix from around it. Things such as thick bone, whole shells with both 

valves intact and locked closed, teeth, and conical shaped fossils may be worked out whole, but fragile 

fossils should always be left on matrix. This will support the fossils from damage.  

 

Taking your time, continue taking slices of stone off until you get to the point of where the fossil might be 

damaged. Then quit. Learning when to quit is the main trick. You might ruin a few specimens before you 

learn this technique, but with time it will come. The rule is to work until 75 to 95 percent of the matrix is 

removed, depending on the size and the complexity of the fossil. 

 

Once you have it cleaned to your liking, making sure not to use lacquer or shellac, but the glue mixture 

instead, coat the specimen, leaving the matrix natural. This serves two purposes; first it stabilizes the 

specimen as I mentioned before, and it also enhances it for display purposes. 

 

Label and catalog your new specimen and you are ready to display, or properly store it. The label is very 

important. It should follow this rule: Genus species Author, for example Hormotoma gracilens 

(Whitfield). You will also want to include a higher taxon on the label (Phylum, Order, or Class).  In other 

words, a label should look something like this: 

 

Phylum Mollusca 

Class Gastropod, Hormotoma gracilens (Whitfield)  

Ordovician: Cotter Dolomite Formation 

Collected from construction zone; NNE valley below Wallace Knob, Mountain Home, AR  

Collected by [your name] 

 

 Properly storing specimens is as important as displaying them. If you arenôt displaying, store them in a 

dry cool place, preferably a drawer, with the label intact, away from heat and sunlight. If at all possible, 

keep the temperature and climate controlled at all times so as not to cause unnecessary damage. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

History Lesson 101: When the white man discovered this country, Indians were running it ï 

there were no taxes, no debts, and the women did most of the work. All the Indian men did was 

hunt and fish as much as they wanted, whenever they wanted! Here is the kicker; the white 

man was dumb enough to think he could improve on a system like that! 

 Via Golden Spike News 11/01, via the Sooner Rockologist, August, 2009 
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Member Announces Birth 

  

I would like to announce the newest member of the OôDell Family, my first grandchild 

(daughter) Madison Slone OôDell.  She was born on August 18
th
, 6 lbs, 15 oz and 19 ½" long.  

She is really a little beauty and has my eyes; I have attached a photo of her for your viewing 

pleasure.  By the way, she loves here Papaw and much as her Papaw loves her!   

 Maddie, as I so fondly call her, was born to our oldest son Nathan and his lovely wife Heather, 

who have been married for three years. They live in Louisville, KY, about an hour away from 

Lexington, so you might imagine we have been seeing a lot of road time over the last couple of 

weeks.  I suffer from baby withdrawal after a couple days, so I have to get a regular fix of baby 

time.  Maybe I can turn her into a rockhound someday?  

 Ed [OôDell] 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Words of Caution 

Condensed from article by John Wright, RPG, AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair 

 

There is currently more legislation pending that could affect our hobby and their sponsors are 

working hard to bring them to the floor of the House and on to the Senate for a vote prior to the 

2010 mid-term election cycle. There are three in particular that I think we need to be aware of: 

1. Hard rock Mining and Reclamation Act of 2009 
This is a massive bill (just the summary is 100 pages) that is going to be 

devastating to many rural areas and small communities that depend on mining for their 

livelihood. Most of the problems for activities like rockhounding are going to be the 

result of collateral damage. (This means we are going to get zapped even though the bill 

does provide for recreational activities like rockhounding.) This ñActò is going to affect 

both ñpublic and privateò lands. Not only is this going to limit a lot of desirable 

materials, it is also going to limit a lot of prime areas for outings. The bill is out of 

committee and on a fast track for passage this fall. By the time you read this article it will 

probably be too late for contacting your Representatives, but we still have an opportunity 

to write our Senators and stop this insane legislation. 
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Word of Caution continued ï 

2. The Clean Water Restoration Act (S787) (Wetlands) 

This bill is still in committee as I write this article, but I am working only a little 

more than a month in advance and it may well be on fast tract for passage by the time you 

read this article. The sheer scope of this proposed legislation is mind boggling. Every 

body of water from little streams to the Great Lakes and boundary lands ñpublic and 

privateò are going to be placed under government control. Millions of acres considered 

to be seepage areas that replenish subsurface aquifers are going to be severely restricted. 

Even mountain, high plains, and desert runoff areas are going to be controlled and 

protected. 

3. The Antiquities Act of 1906; Major Acts of Congress and Act 58 of 1967 

Effort to update this law is in the very early stages of committee work. This 

situation could change quickly as it has a lot of by-partisan support. Donôt pick up 

any arrow heads, pottery shards, or anything else that looks old and man made, 

particularly on any state or federal lands. If this law is up-dated, it will more than 

likely include private property also.  

 A lot of effort to research and glean the information needed by our members is being 

done at all levels within AFMS and ALAA. Grass-root support is needed to promote, change, or 

defeat legislative matters that affect our hobby. [Please let your legislators know you oppose 

these changes.] 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

For sale: A Mark 4, Graves Faceter 2000, with literature, $750.00; also slabs (Biggs Canyon 

Jasper, petrified wood, etc.), and Lake Superior Agates. Call 870-430-5446 for information. 
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For Our Juniors 

Australian Mineral Crossword Puzzle- from Mini Miner ï Diamond Dan 
Below are names of minerals that are found in Australia. 

The names run left to right, right to left, up, down, and diagonally. 

 

 
Words to find in this word search puzzle: Agate, Barite, Calcite, Cerussite, Copper, Crocoite, 

Dravite ,Dyscrasite, Galena, Gold (x2), Gypsum ,Hematite, Heulandite, Kangaroo, Lead, 

Magnetite, Malachite ,Mimetite, Opal ,Prehnite Pyrite, Quartz, Rhodonite, Ruby ,Silver, 

Stellerite, 

 



October, 2009                                             Vol. 50 No 10                                                 Page 11 

Presidentôs Message continued - 

It also time to start thinking of new officers.  What changes do you want to see in the 

club?  Where do you want to see the club go and what do you want to see the club accomplish?  

The easiest way to make change is to become an officer and go for it.  It is time for some of us 

who have held offices for years to step down and let others take over.  If we want to keep the 

club young and active, it is time for new blood so if asked to take an office, donôt refuse, just ask 

what can I (you) do?  There are enough of us ñoldstersò who are willing to help you out in 

performing your new club duties.  Yes, we ñoldstersò can and could take on another year, but are 

we involving you the membership?  What more can I say? 

As usual, happy rock hunting! 

Sharon 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A sample of a Bid Sheet Form for the Silent Auction 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specimen: _____________________ 

Location: ______________________ 

Donor: ________________________ 

Minimum Bid: _________________ 

The Shirt Shop still has our club logo on file 

for those of you who would like shirts. Due to 

getting the correct sizes, it is best if you go by 

their business at 615 Hwy. 5 N, Mountain 

Home, and order your own shirts. 

T-shirts about   $10.00 

Sweat shirts about  $15.00 plus the 

Logo is    $5.00 

 

Badges from the Springfield (MO) Stamp & 

Engraving costs are as follows: 

 

Magnetic pins   $8.00 

Pin-On (clip)   $6.00 

Glue On stick pins are  $7.00 these are 

the badges that have the clasp glued to the 

back of the badge. Please be thinking of 

which one you would like to have. And 

remember, if you have, or may have to have 

in the near future, a pace maker, or are in 

contact with someone who has one, a 

magnetic pin should not be ordered. 
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Scholarship Honoree ï 2010 Nominations 

By Judith Washburn, MWF 1
st
 Vice President 

 

 Is there someone that you or your club would like to honor for their contributions to the hobby? 

This is your chance. The MWF needs to present its selection of an honoree(s) to the AFMS which will 

then choose the recipients of the scholarship grants for 2010. This means: 

 An individual or club needs to submit a nomination for a person to be considered as an honoree. 

 Permission must be secured from the nominee, as it will take work on his/her part to select the 

scholarship grant recipients. 

 The following information must be included with the nomination: 

1. Include services to rock clubs, students, and the community; 

2. Note accomplishments and/or contributions made to the earth sciences (geology, mineralogy, 

paleontology, archaeology, oceanography, etc., whichever may be his/her specialty); 

3. List universities or colleges attended, degrees received, papers, pamphlets, or books written 

alone or in conjunction with someone else; 

4. List honorary and professional organizations, present or past positions held, and honors 

which have been received. 

5. Include personal information such as date and place of birth, marital status, number of 

children, home address, etc.; and 

6. If possible, include a black and white, wallet sized photo of the candidate. 

 Consider the following individuals as possible nominees: 

1. Someone in a local club who stands out as worthy of such an honor due to his/her dedication 

and service; 

2. A Federation officer or committee chair who has served the organization faithfully and well 

over the years; 

3. An individual in the professional world, such as a professor at a university or college who has 

contributed to the hobby by helping a club with projects, or serving as a speaker for meetings 

and shows when called upon; or 

4. A museum curator or the staff of a geological survey who has likewise served the hobby. 

 Send the nomination to; J.C. Moore, 25235 North Illinois 97, Cuba, Illinois 61427; or e-mail to 

damoores@winco.net by October 31, 2009. J.C. may be reached at 309-789-6501 to answer any 

questions. 

 Remember, if a person was nominated last year but was not selected, he/she may be considered 

again this year. Simply send a letter of nomination to J.C. He will have last yearôs files. Check 

with the nominee to be sure he/she is willing to be considered for next year. 

 The Board of Selectors must rely on the information sent in, so include everything possible to 

support your nominee. 

Via MWF Newsletter, September, 2009 

 

 

mailto:damoores@winco.net
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Upcoming Events 

October 

2 - 4 Indianapolis, IN: Treasures of the Earth Gem & Jewelry Show ï Indiana State 

Fairgrounds, Agri/Horticulture Building. 

3 ï 4 Jacksonville, AR: Central Arkansas Gem & Mineral Show, Jacksonville Community 

Center, 5 Municipal Dr. 

3 ï 4 Lexington, KY: Rockhounds of Central Kentucky Show & Sale, National Guard 

Armory, 4301 Airport Road. 

13 OESGM&F Club Meeting: Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 Spring Street, 

Cooper Park, Mountain Home, AR 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Hess, Publisher 

OESGM&F Club 

1177 CR 1084 

Mountain Home, AR 72653 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                             

                                  
                                                                                              

                                                                                                       


