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Sharon Waddell: Liaisons Officer    See address above. 

OBJECTS: To study and promote an interest in the earth sciences; Geology, paleontology, mineralogy, 

archaeology and the lapidary arts. 

Meeting: Every second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, 1101 

Spring Street (Cooper Park), Mountain Home, Arkansas 

Dues: Active adults $12.00 per year or family membership of $20.00 per year.  Junior membership is $4.00 

per year. Nonresident membership is $8.00. 

                           

The Presidentôs Message 

Wow! What a weekend!  After months of preparation the weekend has come and gone and the 

club show cannot be called anything else but SUCCESSFUL!  I would like to express my 

deepest gratitude to everyone who worked to make the show such a success.  It is amazing what 

can be accomplished when a club pulls together and works as a team.  I would mention specific 

names but everyone did so much and  I donôt want to slight anyone and forget to mention what 

they did or who they were, so again, Thank You for all your efforts.  You know who you are so 

pat yourself on the back for a job well done. 

 Even though two dealers failed to show, there was a variety of materials for sale. My thanks to 

you who covered the empty dealer tables or moved to a dealer table so there were not any empty 

areas. The dealers present were happy with their sales and are already talking about wanting to 

come again next year.  Most want more space.  The crowd was great on Saturday and steady on 

Sunday.  On Sunday, we ran out of spin and win material and Madelyn had to run home for 

more.  We almost ran out of grab bags.  Please start sorting now for next years show because we 

need lots of material for spin-and-win and grab bags.  Yep, the show is just over and already I 

am thinking about what went wrong, what to change, and how to improve for next year and  in 

that light to announce that there will be a short show committee meeting at 6:00 p.m. just before 

our next club meeting to wrap this years show up. 

It is also time to start thinking of new officers.  In September, I will be asking for a nominating 

committee.  Most of the current officers have served in a variety of positions and it is time for 

new blood to take over.  
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Presidentôs message continuedð 

I hate to end this message on a sad note but as I was loading the van Friday night, I received a 

call from a neighbor of Helen and Frank  Cir incione that Frank  had another heart attack and 

had just passed away.   

We extend our deepest sympathies to Helen.  

As always,  

Happy rock, mineral, fossil, gem or whatever hunting, 

Sharon 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

The Minutes of the August Meeting 

By Brenda Johnson for Julia Blanchard, Secretary 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Van Matre Senior Citizens Center, by President 

Sharon Waddell. There were six guests; Phyllis McKinsey, Sheila OôShea, Mark Medley, Jim 

Fedderly, Steve Broskovak, and Jodi Breedlove. The guests were asked to select a door prize. 

 

Club door prizes were drawn with Dorothy Hess, Edward Hakesley and Sid Johnson winning. 

 

Program chairman Edward Hakesley presented the program, Magic in the Rocks, a 30 minute video 

narrated by David Attenboro, on fossils. It was an excellent program showing how to identify rocks that 

contain fossils and how to retrieve the fossil from the rocks. 

 

The minutes of the July meeting were approved as published in the bulletin. 

 

Treasurer Dorothy Hess reported a balance of $796.12 in the club account. 

 

A discussion of the upcoming show pertaining to things that needed to be done and asking for volunteers 

to do the jobs was brought up by the president. Guests Phyllis McKinsey and Sheila OôShea volunteered 

to work at the spin and win table. It was the general consensus that the other things would be done by 

those attending as they were needed to be done as there were no actual volunteers. Ernie Confer said that 

a meeting should be called right after the show to discuss how it went and whether we would plan for one 

next year. Madelyn Anderson added that she and Ernie had had three more signs made to be added to 

those that Julia Blanchard had made up. Gretchen Neal asked whether Julia Blanchard had contacted 

the radio station about the Talk of the Town program, but no one knew as Julia was on vacation There 

was a large amount of material brought in for the show-and-tell table with Gretchen Neal, Edward 

Hakesley, Sharon Waddell and Harvey and Brenda Johnson displaying both fossils and minerals. 

 

Raffle tickets were drawn with Gretchen Neal winning the fossil and Edward Hakesley the mineral.             
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Minutes continued--- 

The meeting was adjourned with all enjoying visiting and refreshments brought in by Harvey and 

Brenda Johnson. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cutting Palm Wood 

 

There are three ways to cut palm root. Each will give a different effect: All palm roots seem to 

have a ring of agate around the eye and a colored center. 

 

1. Cutting down the center gives a striking wood stained effect but does not show the eye. 

2. Cutting across the center brings out the round eye. 

3. Cutting diagonally across the roots produces an elliptical eye effect. 

 

Gem & Hobby Club News 8/00, Via Rock Rollers, 1/01 

 

Petrified Wood 

 

[The stone] should be cut lengthwise of the grain. This produces a more varied pattern. 

Sometimes cutting crosswise will give good patterns, but this is not usually the case. Limb 

sections are rather on the scarce side as they tend to disintegrate before they petrify. If they are 

cut diagonally and polished to one end, it adds to their beauty. 

 

From Rockhound, 11/95 via Rock Rollers, 1/01 

Via Rock Collector 2/01 

Taken from the SCRIBE 2007 CD 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Famous Petrified Forests 

Submitted by Dick Young, the Sooner Rockologist, August, 2009 

Our petrified forests are generally of three types. The first type has been showered and 

completely covered by volcanic ash leaving the trees standing in an upright position. The petrified forest 

of Yellowstone National Park is an example of this type. The trees are standing in their original state 

where they grew many millions of years ago. The forest of Yellowstone covers more than 40 square miles  

Continued on page 12 
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Pliers and File Safety 

SAFETY FIRST  
by Bill Klose EFMLS Safety Chairman  

Submitted for the September 2000 EFMLS News 

http://www.amfed.org/a_safetyEFMLS.htm#plyer 

With the coming to the end of the collecting season it is now appropriate to look at shop hand 

tool safety. A few of the field hand tools, such as hammers, chisels, and knives, are also 

commonly used by rock hounds in the shop, but will not be reconsidered here.  

A commonly used group of tools are the pliers and tongs. Slip joint pliers, which include the well 

known water pump pliers, have serrated jaws with a rod-gripping section and are used to hold 

objects. The slip joint accommodates objects of different sizes. These pliers may also have a 

cutting edge for cutting soft wire and nails, however cutting large or hard items will spring the 

jaws. Arc joint pliers are similar, but may have straight or curved jaws and will accommodate a 

larger variety of object sizes. The tightening of bolts or nuts with slip joint or arc joint pliers is 

not recommended and will usually result in damage to the nut or bolt and may lead to damaged 

knuckles when the pliers slip. Use wrenches for tightening nuts and bolts. Vice grip pliers are 

designed to provide a tighter grip but are still not to be used to tighten nuts and bolts. Parallel jaw 

pliers are designed to hold flat surfaced objects such as sheets of metal. 

Flat nosed pliers and round nosed pliers have a fixed pivot jaw and curved handles and may or 

may not have insulated grips. The flat nosed pliers may have smooth or serrated jaws and are 

designed to bend light sheet metal or wire. Round nose pliers are used to make loops in soft wire. 

Diagonal cutting pliers have a fixed pivot and curved handles that are offset from the jaws about 

15 degrees so as to provide the operator enough knuckle clearance while making flush cuts. 

These pliers are designed for cutting small light pieces of wire, cotter keys, etc. and should not 

be used to hold or grip items. When cutting, restrain the piece to be cut off so it will not become 

a missile hazard. End cutting pliers or nippers are used to cut off wire flush to the working 

surface, thus keeping fingers away from the wire ends. Hand shears are made with straight or 

curved cutting blades and are used for cutting sheet metal. Shears are made for right-handed 

operators so that the cutting line is always in full view for accuracy. Straight blade shears are 

used for cutting straight lines and curves, while curved bladed shears are used for cutting short 

straight lines and curves and small intricate designs. When using diagonal pliers, end cutting 

pliers, or shears, keep fingers away from the jaws and cutting edges and always wear eye 

protection. Do not attempt to cut heavier material than the tool is designed for. Do not use plies 

or shears as hammers or pry bars. Keep shears sharp with an oil stone or file. Grinding is not 

recommend and shortens shear life. Keep pliers and shears clean and lubricate the pivot point 

with light oil. Store in a dry location on hooks or a shelf, protecting the cutting surfaces from 

contact with other tools. A thin coat of oil can be applied to protect from rust. Do not remove  
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Safety continued 

insulation from handles or oil insulated handles. Replace pliers that have broken handles, cutting edges or 

jaws. 

Straight-lip flat jaw tongs have a fixed pivot point, two straight jaws and long straight handles 

and are used for placing hot items into and picking them out of pickling solution. 

Files come in many types and sizes and are used in metal-smithing and soap stone carving. Some 

general safety precautions for using files are:  

1. Never use a file without a securely attached file handle (unless it is a Swiss pattern type). 

2. Do not oil files which will cause the file to slide across the work, preventing fast cutting.  

3. Do not use files for anything but filing.  

4. Clean files often as clogged files will scratch the work. Always use a file scorer and file                 

cleaning brush to clean a file-do not strike against another tool or object to remove filings.  

5. Store files in a file rack or box so that the file faces or edges do not touch each other or other 

tools. Do not store files with lubricants on them. Wrap each file with a water-proofed barrier 

wrapping paper. 

A variety of other hand tools can be found on the rock hounds work bench and each has its own 

operating and safety instructions. Work Safe! 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

Our program for this month will be 

a short DVD entitled Whatôs Hot in 

Tucson-2009 narrated by David 

Wilbur, world renown collector 

and photographer. This will be a 

very interesting program for those 

of us who have not had a chance to 

ever visit the show in Tucson. 

Refreshments this month are by 

Paul and Syndi Davis. 

Welcome to new members Roger 

Long of Gainesville, Missouri, 

Mark Medley  of Gassville, Sheila 

OôShea, of Mountain Home, Gene 

Newsom, and Ed Saling. We are 

happy to have you in our club. 
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The August, 2009 Financial Report 

Dorothy Hess, Treasurer 

 

Last report balance: July 13m 2009       $975.20 

 

Transactions for the reporting period: July 14, 2009 to August 10, 2009 

 

 Income: 

  Membership dues for 2009          20.00 

  August show table fees          24.00 

         Total                $ 44.00 

 

 Expenses: 

  August show ï copy flyers          11.94 

  DVD- 2009 Tucson Mineral Club Edition                                         12.79 

  August show ï copy flyers and postage to mail       48.04 

  August show ï advertisement posting fee        20.00 

  August show ï raffle tickets and money bags       29.95 

  August showïpetty cash for change in money bags       50.00 

  Publish August newsletter (20 extra copies for show)                  20.41 

  August club website fee          29.95 

         Total               $223.08 

 

Checkbook balance as of August 10, 2009      $796.12 

______________________________________________________________________________

 Member Passes 

 

On Friday, August 21, we lost member Frank Cir incione who passed from a heart attack. He was 74 

years old. He and wife Helen had been together for 54 years. 

 

One of Frankôs passions was working with petrified wood. He was a master artesian with silversmithing, 

and made beautiful jewelry. 

Frank  and Helen had not been able to attend meetings this year because he had a massive heart attack in 

March followed by surgery for stints. Then Helen was hospitalized because of high blood pressure. The 

loss of pets and other things also kept them home.  

 

A book will be placed in the county library in memory of Frank . 
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EARTH SCIENCE RESOURCES ï Books, Magazines, etc. 

Via Ed Hakesley 

 

I. BAXTER COUNTY LIBRARY : 

A. Oversize book section: 

Minerals (Two different books), Earth (Smithsonian), Mapmakers Atlas, others. 

B. Reference section Arkansas ï genuine diamonds in Arkansas, also as a 1.5 hr 

video. (That can be checked out).  

C. Magazine section : 

Rock and Mineral, Discover, National Geographic, etc. 

D. Non-fiction books #546 - #552 ï many books on geology, minerals, fossils, etc. 

(On two shelves).  

 

II.  HASTINGS VIDEO, BOOKS, etc Mtn. Home. 

A. Rock and Gem magazine, Discover, National Geographic, Gold Prospector, 

several lapidary arts related magazines. 

B. A few guide books in the field guide area. 

 

III.  INTERNET:  

A. Our website - ozarkearthscience.org (Archived bulletins, resource page). 

B. Mineralogy database, mineral help index, the vug, and many, many other sites. 

 

IV.  OESC BULLETIN : 

Our editor has culled many detailed articles from members, other clubs, the 

Federation that are very educational which can be found on our websiteôs archived 

bulletins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Some have all the luck! Hunter  and Forrest Bebout with their catches of the day. 
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I havenôt forgotten Audrey Bebout. She has been busy too, collecting on their place. Buddy told 

me that he took her to an area and told her that he thought it was a good place to collect fossils as 

it was in the Mississippian St. Joe Limestone formation. She reached down and found the 

Blastoid pentrimites pictured below. The photos show both sides of the fossil. 

                   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

For the Juniors 

Volcano Yields Gold 

Volcanoes ordinarily produce a molten material called magma and a nasty concoction of 

hydrochloric acid, hydrofluoric and other deadly gases. At Galeras, an active volcano in 

Colombia, gold is being produced. When itôs erupting, Galeras also exhales through its vents a 

pound of gold into the air each day. Furthermore, the volcano formed a vein of quartz containing 

gold. The high-grade vein yields about eight ounces of gold per ton. Although gold has been 

found in other volcanoes, Galeras yields about 100 times more gold than any other active 

volcano. 

The gold-bearing vein at the base of the 14,000 foot volcano was discovered when a guide 

showed it to a scientist. A sample of the vein was dated and found to be about 560,000 years old. 

This suggests Galeras has been expelling gold since its beginning. The gold is in solution in the 

volcanoôs gases and cannot be collected. 

Galeras is active ð in 1933 it killed nine people, six of them earth scientists, during a deadly 

eruption. Access has been restricted, but geologists continue to study Galeras because they have 

the opportunity to see an actual model of gold ores being emplaced in rock. 

 

(Original source unknown via Rockatier 12 99 via 

The Glacier Drifter 10/00), via T-Town Rockhounds 10/01, taken from the SCRIBE 2006 CD 
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Club Show ï 2009 in Photos 
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Show continued---- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Our Grand Prize 

    Winner  

      Rabecca Dally 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 


